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BOOKS FOR VYOUNRG PEOPLE 
Reported by Mary Bell 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Goodenow, Earle Knopf 
ANGELO GOES TO SWITZERLAND $2.25 


Angelo, the Italian boy of Angelo Goes to the Carnival, goes to Switzerland 
and meets Marie Louise of Cow Concert and The Cow Voyage. Professor Bartoli, an absent 
minded mineralogist, takes Angelo along with him because he likes the way Angelo sings 
but there are some moments of trepidation as the Professor forgets and leaves Angelo in 
the mountains. It takes a double feature concert to bring him back. A disarming story 
and the author's colored pictures are enticingly European. Good stitching. (2/18. 


LC: 57-5257) 
Hoberman, Mary Ann & Norman . Little, Brown 
ALL MY SHOES COME IN TWOS Cloth; $2.50 


As a picture book of verse about shoes (which children have been known to love 
enough to take to bed with them) this has a fine central idea but falls short of the 
mark in expression. Though there are some laughable spots- several pictures of father, 
identical except for the sports shoes, a youngster delighted with his sly sneakers etc.- 

& The rhymes are a little too grammatically correct and the pictures (by Norman Hoberman) 
sometimes fail through distortion in their attempt to express an idea. Weak stitching. 
(2/18. LC: 57-5513) 


Buff, Mary & Conrad Viking 
DANCING CLOUD $3.00 


These several episodes in the life of Dancing Cloud, a modern day Navajo boy, 
serve to point up the present pattern of Navajo life. First there is a new hogan being 
built and blessed for the family to live in. Dancing Cloud finds a bit of pottery one 
day and learns from his uncle about the Dawn People, the first Navajos; his sister learns 
from their mother how she first began to weave; there is corn planting, sheepherding, 
hunting for eagle feathers, and the appropriately climactic trip to the trading post. 
Conrad Buff's handsome colored pictures decorate most of the episodes. (3/2) 


EASY READING 


Colby, Jean Poindexter Little, Brown 
JIM, THE CAT Cloth; $2.50 


Jim the cat finds a home with the Holdens as a pet for their ailing daughter 
Lucy, but not without some difficulty. ‘Mr. Holden is a dog fancier and wages an active 
campaign that almost leads to shooting when he suspects Jim has wounded one of his 
pointer puppies. Evidence to the contrary saves Jim and improves Lucy's health though 
Mr. Holden's actions in the course of matters are unbelievably ogreish. Drawings by 
Marie C. Nichols are better in cute animal facial detail than in posture or propotion. 
Fair stitching. (2/14. LC: 57-5514) 


de Leeuw, Adele Little, Brown 
& DONNY, The Boy Who Made A Home for Animals $3.00 


* At the easy reading level this is a fine interpretation of the loneliness and 
frustration that come from bad behaviour, the attempts to rationalize one's actions and 
finally, a sensible, successful change for the better. A new boy, Donny wants all his 


35 (J-11) 





BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Service we 317 West 4th Street 





Vol. XXV January 15, 1957 No. 2 


BOOKS FOR VYOUNRG PEOPLE 
Reported by Mary Bell 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Goodenow, Earle Knopf 
ANGELO GOES TO SWITZERLAND $2.25 


Angelo, the Italian boy of Angelo Goes to the Carnival, goes to Switzerland 
and meets Marie Louise of Cow Concert and The Cow Voyage. Professor Bartoli, an absent 
minded mineralogist, takes Angelo along with him because he likes the way Angelo sings 
but there are some moments of trepidation as the Professor forgets and leaves Angelo in 
the mountains. It takes a double feature concert to bring him back. A disarming story 
and the author's colored pictures are enticingly European. Good stitching. (2/18. 


LC: 57-5257) 
Hoberman, Mary Ann & Norman . Little, Brown 
ALL MY SHOES COME IN TWOS Cloth; $2.50 


As a picture book of verse about shoes (which children have been known to love 
enough to take to bed with them) this has a fine central idea but falls short of the 
mark in expression. Though there are some laughable spots- several pictures of father, 
identical except for the sports shoes, a youngster delighted with his sly sneakers etc.- 

& The rhymes are a little too grammatically correct and the pictures (by Norman Hoberman) 
sometimes fail through distortion in their attempt to express an idea. Weak stitching. 
(2/18. LC: 57-5513) 


Buff, Mary & Conrad Viking 
DANCING CLOUD $3.00 


These several episodes in the life of Dancing Cloud, a modern day Navajo boy, 
serve to point up the present pattern of Navajo life. First there is a new hogan being 
built and blessed for the family to live in. Dancing Cloud finds a bit of pottery one 
day and learns from his uncle about the Dawn People, the first Navajos; his sister learns 
from their mother how she first began to weave; there is corn planting, sheepherding, 
hunting for eagle feathers, and the appropriately climactic trip to the trading post. 
Conrad Buff's handsome colored pictures decorate most of the episodes. (3/2) 


EASY READING 


Colby, Jean Poindexter Little, Brown 
JIM, THE CAT Cloth; $2.50 


Jim the cat finds a home with the Holdens as a pet for their ailing daughter 
Lucy, but not without some difficulty. ‘Mr. Holden is a dog fancier and wages an active 
campaign that almost leads to shooting when he suspects Jim has wounded one of his 
pointer puppies. Evidence to the contrary saves Jim and improves Lucy's health though 
Mr. Holden's actions in the course of matters are unbelievably ogreish. Drawings by 
Marie C. Nichols are better in cute animal facial detail than in posture or propotion. 
Fair stitching. (2/14. LC: 57-5514) 


de Leeuw, Adele Little, Brown 
& DONNY, The Boy Who Made A Home for Animals $3.00 


* At the easy reading level this is a fine interpretation of the loneliness and 
frustration that come from bad behaviour, the attempts to rationalize one's actions and 
finally, a sensible, successful change for the better. A new boy, Donny wants all his 


35 (J-11) 







































ciara nenaig 













eae Ie ; 
s P 
aceantibtheanaan - ; 7 8 
4 a 
é . ‘ 
: ww 
- 
. 
. i . 
e > 








36 (J-12) Easy Reading- continued January 15, 1957 


schoolmates to do things his way and feels gradually more hurt and shy when they kick him | 
out instead. The world is indeed against him. But then he finds a kitten and through | 
the kitten a growing love for all animals that develops into a project of boarding them 
for other people. Donny does it all on his own at first, but when his secret pops out he's ‘a 
able to fend off the derision of a former enemy and to stand up for his rights with an 
honesty he could never have mustered before. Playful drawings by Meg Wohlberg. (3/19. 
LC 357-5520) 

REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Wonder Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
Publ. Paper over board, ea. 25¢ 


Martin, Marcia- LET'S TAKE A RIDE- First published in 1953, here again is the 
story about riding around in practically anything from a bus to a shopping cart. Pictures 
by George Wilde. 


Sutton, Felix- WILD BILL HICKOK- In this episode Wild Bill helps two boys, Pete 
and Little Eagle, find a lost pony and get a second pony too. Pictures by Jon Nielsen. 


| Weigle, Oscar- adapted by- SILVER CHIEF- From the Jack O'Brien story about the 
Mountie and his dog, this adaptation covers the growing friendship between them. Pictures 
by Carl and Mary Hauge. j 


Weisgard, Leonard- JUST LIKE ME- The Easter egg hunt story, first published in 
1954, is now back and well in advance of the season. Pictures by the author. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Ressler, Theodore Whitson Association e 
TREASURY OF AMERICAN INDIAN TALES $3.95 


A disappointing collection that moralizes to the point where the stressing of 
virtues seems to be its main objective, presents Indian ways as seen through the white 
man's system of values. There are a lot of stories from many tribes and undoubtedly they 
are based on original themes. They describe typical activities and emphasize the well 
known Indian traits of courage and honesty. But the way they have been retold makes them 
suspect; explanatory phrases make awkward narratives, references to Indian feelings towards 
nature and the gods are lacking and the number of stories about disobeying one's parents 
seems inordinate. Too, the arbitrary dividing of tales into categories labelled adventure, 
hunting and fishing, customs, character, rather than establishing them as from certain 
tribes or regions, seems part of the mistaken tendency to make all North American Indians 
seem basically alike. We have seen better anthologies. (3/11.LC:57-5046) 


Cheyney, Cora Holt 
THE RUMPUS ON COMMODORE HILL $2.25 


A slight story for youngest readers features a Navy lieutenant's family and the 
mystery his four active children help to solve. Just back from two years in Japan, Rusty, 
11, Sandy, 9, and the four year old twins, Dingy and Dirty (short for Douglas and Dirk) 
find themselves living near the Admiral's quarters because of a housing shortage on the 
base. With few other children around, the four have little trouble causing the most rumpus. 
But the good that comes of it is that they are able to clear their friend Yamo, the Admiral's 
houseboy, from a theft charge by discovering the gardener is the guilty one. Drawings by 
Mary Stevens. (3/7) ; | 


Grilley, Virginia Little, Brown 
A SHILLING FOR SAMUEL $2.75 


A neatly decorated story of the boyhood of Samuel McIntire, the famous Salem 
architect and woodworker of the 18th century, tells how Samuel, at 12, stumbled on the 
opportunity to do what he wanted. With his family pressing him to enter a more prosperous 
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trade, Samuel is depressed and clings to his carving as an almost lost cause. One day 
when he and a friend sight a lost ship coming into the harbor, and run to tell the owner 
about it, a gull carving drops from Sanmmel's pocket. He's offered a shilling for it and 
these first earnings are a step to a happy future. Firm drawings of Salem and the boys 
are by the author. (2/5. LC: 57-5512) 


Bragdon, Elspeth Viking 
THAT JUD $2.50 


In a considerable improvement over her first story- Fairing Weather. (1955) - 
Elspeth Bragdon takes the problem of a boy who is a town charge and who gets himself into 
trouble because he feels rejected. The setting is Spruce Point, Maine, where Jud Lurvey 
lives with his guardian, Captain Ben, and has managed through the years to build up a 
reputation for being daring and rambunctious. Now he wants to build his own camp out 
on Nubbin Island and with the promise of help from Homer, a young fisherman, things look 
rosy. But then a girl butts in and takes Homer away from Jud and makes Jud mad enough 
to break Homer's windows. That does it. Later there is a serious fire in a barn and 
though Jud is the one to put it out he is also the one to be blamed- until Ladder, the | 
town simpleton and an arson, finds his "merits" are being overlooked and confesses to J 
having started the blaze. A story with tension and dramatic force made of its own 
elements. Drawings by Georges Schreiber. (3/8) | 


Garfield, James B. Viking i 
FOLLOW MY LEADER $2.75 


Within the first pages of this book, Jimmy, its hero, has been hit in the face 
by an exploding giant firecracker and blinded by serious burns. His recovery is told in 
a simple, straight from the shoulder narrative that spreads its appeal beyond the limit 
of subject matter and makes use of character problems to provide a forceful climax. 
Mike, the boy who threw the firecracker, did it by accident. He is sure no one believes 

& this and the thought injures him almost as much as blindness does Jimmy. There must be 
months of waiting too, for Jimmy is in no condition to tell Mike that he too knows it 
was an accident. Before the truth comes out, Jimmy is sent to guide dog school where 
he and his new dog Pilot become firm friends. Back home, the still resentful Mike tor- 
ments Pilot in secret to the point where the dog becomes vicious enough to be quar- 
antined. The final determination on Jimmy's part to make up with Mike comes in the 
nick of time to save Pilot. A naturally dramatic story that adds its note of hope for 
a happy life. Drawings are by Robert Greiner. (3/7) 


Potter, Jeffrey Viking 
ELEPHANT BRIDGE $2.50 








 * This is a beguiling and remarkable animal story. Set in Burma during the war 
which recently ravaged the country, it has for its hero young Maung Po who decides that 
even if he is neither old enough nor strong enough, he is brave enough to go out and 
fight. With a bowl of rice and water buffalo milk to sustain him he leaves his village 
one evening and by next day has been accepted by a herd of wild elephants. Ma Hla, a 
cow who had lost her baby, finds him because of the buffalo milk often used as a lure 
by trappers. She lifts the boy to her back and Maung Po, unafraid, quickly learns how gE 
to get along with his new "mother™ and her herd. The rest of the story builds slowly 
to a climax- a battle in which the elephants destroy a vital bridge for enemy supply 
lines- but the quiet intervals of jungle life and Maung Po's growing knowledge of the 
herd and its ways which seem so human, make a tale with all the gentleness of true 
adventure. Pictures by Roberta Moynihan. (3/7) 


Selden, George Viking 
GARDEN UNDER THE SEA $2.75 | 


An animal story in the tradition of The Wind in the Willows takes Long Island 
Sound for its quiet setting and the sea creatures around Turtle Rock for its lively and 
opinionated characters. Actually, not mich happens. What counts is the way in which 
Peter Starfish, Oscar Lobster, Hector Crab, James Fish and the old periwinkle, their 
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mentor and guide in all matters of importance, take their small action. We first hear of 

it when Peter meets Hector, and Oscar, who is whipping him up about the disgraceful col- 

lecting being done by the shore people. When the sea creatures decide to retaliate and 

make a garden of their own with human relics, the principle that is learned by everyone, < 
including Janet and Howard, the children on shore, is that one must not salvage for loot 

alone. It's a long story with many episodes, during the course of which we became increas- 
ingly fascinated-with Mr. Selden's knowledge of the sea, and his ear for humorous, salty 

tale. Garry McKenzie has done lively drawings for this. (3/8) 


White, Anne Viking 
THE UNINVITED DONKEY $2.75 


This follows the line of disturbances created by Fra Diavolo whose presence is 
visited upon the Linian family by their adoring but impulsive Uncle Gee Gee, a movie pro- 
ducer who is in Italy while the Linians are summering on the shore near New York. For be- 
sides being a donkey, Fra Diavolo is a movie star and a temperamental one at that. Uncle 
Gee Gee wants him in safe hands until he can be picked up and conveyed to Hollywood. How 
the various Linians react to Fra Diavolo, from Mr. Linian's frustrated outrage at his wife's 
crazy brother on down to the twins' indulgent attitude (they plan a vay for Fra Diavolo to 
earn money for the local library), all add up to a happy picture of shore life replete with 
dogs, neighbors, boats- and a wild excursion to town when Uncle Gee Gee returns. Fun. 
Cartoons by Don Freeman. (3/8) 


Griffin, Velma Westminster 
CIRCUS DAZE $2.75 


Like Fair Prize (1955), this has to do with the remaking of a boy but instead of 
a California farm and 4-H activities, the setting is a circus and circus life. A show-off, 
12 year old Mark runs away from the Edgemont Home for boys after a fancy play of his has 
lost them the Little League championship. When he joins his uncles, Fonse and Phil, with 
their circus, the Home finds out where he is, but arrangements are made for Mark to stay on ee 
with his uncles for the summer. Adventures happen- a lion escapes, pets are lost and found- 
and new friends are made, so that at last Mark finds himself wanting to return to Edgemont 
where the circus people will winter and where he and his cousin can go to school together. 
Values are sound but presented in a light- and unconvincing- manner. (3/25. LC 357-5398) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Brown, Pamela Crowell 
LOUISA $2.75 


An English import by the author of The Windmill Family (a humorous story of a 
writer's family and their attempts to pay the bills) this is an adequate biography of Louisa 
May Alcott, but has little to recommend it over other children's books about her for this 
age level. In it one meets the familiar figures of Bronson Alcott and his family, Emerson 
and the other neighbors, and sees unfolding the warp and woof of the stories "Louie" was to 
write. Some of the book reads like a story for girls. But backgrounding the episodes and 
making them fuller are the simplified references to the era of transcendentalist New England, 
Bronson Alcott's teaching methods and later, the type of magazine work Louisa herself did. 
There is an appealing friendliness here. (1/15. LC:57-5053) 


Lancaster, Bruce Garden City 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION Paper over board; $2.00 


With a record of substantial adult novels about the Revolution to his credit, and 
a full length historical study, From Lexington to Liberty, Mr. Lancaster was well prepared 
to write this survey for the juvenile market. Following the line of action chronologically, 
he begins with England's decision to tax the colonies and ties this in with the complex of 
other political motives- George III's attempt to make even Parliament powerless, the growing * 
tendency of the colonists to align the tax question with the whole problem of rights, etc. 
From then on the battles and their leaders from Washington and Arnold in the north to Greene 
and Marion in the south all receive brief yet succinct comment. On the whole the text gives 
precedence to the lesser known rather than the more famous events. A good study and, with 
handsome drawings by Lee Ames, a fine picture book too. (2/21. LC:56-8235) 
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Dodd, Mead 
TUNA CLIPPER CHALLENGE $2.75 


Brennan, Joe 


A heavy handed story about a boy's first trip South from California in his 
father's tuna boat gives young Louis Larson an unconvincing share of challenges and often 
has him acting unbelievably under the circumstances. Irrationally obsessed with the fear 
that he will not make the grade, Louie goes through ups and downs that match the sea 
swells in their changeability. There is the stigma that he, as a landlubber, will bring 
bad luck; going for an in shore swim he gets lost and has to be hunted up; he learns 
that the grown crew men can be scared too; he is instrumental in patching up a fleet 
quarrel; he rescues two Mexican boys from barracudas, nearly expiring himself in the 
process etc., etc. The result of these junior level histrionics, well weighted with 
tuna fishing information, is that Louis does make the grade. Trying. (3/18. LC: 57-6035) 


Coleman, Pauline Dodd, Mead 
THE BEAU COLLECTOR $2.75 


Another story of the Dillon family (see The Different One which won the Dodd, 
Mead Librarian Prize Competition in 1955) concentrates on Ella's younger sister Charl, 
almost completely opposite in personality. El comes in for her share of the story too. 
The Dillons are a big, close, happy California family and they spend summer vacation 
camping in the Yosemite. If Charl's style is somewhat cramped by her father's insis- 
tence that she isn't, at 15, ready for real dates, she still makes a splendid show of 
things within her limits, and the boys flock around. Though Charl doesn't realize it 
her form of friendliness prevents the other girls from having a good time. There are 
two other elements- Frank Dillon's unacceptable fiancee whom Charl purposefully alien- 
ates and El's romance with mysterious Brian Land, who finds happiness through her after 
an accident prevented him from being a pianist. These are not well integrated with 
Charl's final realization that she must be sensible as well as friendly, but the narra- 
tive is direct and humorous. A book that respects the emotional age for which it is 
intended. (1/8. LC: 57-5234) 


Sattley, Helen R. Dodd, Mead 
SHADOW ACROSS THE CAMPUS $2.75 


This story, offering good things and bad about sororities, takes hold of an 
explosive issue, but doesn't really come to grips with basic factors. Marge, and her 
friend Kate, in their first year at Northwestern, receive bids to Zeta Nus. The third 
of their triumvirate,-Cele, who is Jewish, is excluded. Despite this, the other two 
are prepared to believe that they can take Zeta Nu for the best it offers by way of a 
healthy background of companionship and personal development. But when they find that 
Cele was left out because of her religion, Marge is ready to fight for Cele to the ex- 
tent of the Zeta Nu chapter being threatened with expulsion by the National Board. The 
issue upsets the whole campus, and finally the National Board reverses its decision, 
and the turmoil simmers down. For those to whom a vital problem is not enough appeal, 
there is a romance as well....Here is a national problem which afforded a chance for a 
very positive stand. We wish writers and publishers would appreciate the demand on the 
part of teenagers for solid thinking and development, no holds barred. Perhaps this 
much is better than nothing- but it could have been better. (3/18. LC: 56-11977) 


Scott, Robert L., Jr. Dodd, Mead 
SAMBURU THE ELEPHANT $2.75 


At times this seems like such a sincere endeavour to interpret animal psych- 
ology and the effect of its finer qualities on man, that the end result, which glorifies 
hunting and all that it stands for, is aon sequitur and deflating to the reader. Most 
of the short narrative is concerned with the wanderings of Samburu, an old and legendary 
bull of upper Kenya. He had witnessed a mass slaughter of his own kind when hardly more 
than a baby, and the terror and hatred of man had been seared into his brain. But al- 
most as strong with Bob, a young American, is the desire to hunt down Samburu. He 
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starts out with Pitcairn, his White Hunter; the narrative follows now the men, now the 

elephant, deeper and deeper into the jungle. One attempt on the bull's life unaccountably 

fails when Bob's vision is blurred. The second trial is willfully spoiled by Bob, who & ( 
now finds he has too much respect for the beast to shoot him. The story comes close to 

creating heights of suspense, then flags. Continually one anticipates but never gets a 

real climax and when Bob's reward is membership in the organization of White Hunters, the 


anti-climax is a letdown. (2/25) 


Thompson, Peter Dodd, Mead 


SKI RANGER $2.75 


For his first winter in a responsible position in the California Sierras, young 
ranger Doug Moran has two main problems to deal with plus the additional activities that 
make a ranger's tour of duty a busy one. At his post at Vogelsang, Doug hears from his 
boss that the poaching Kallican brothers are in his district. With the aid of another and 
veteran ranger, Angus MacLeish, he ferrets them out from a well concealed lair. Then a 
playboy, Price Harrison, and his more serious minded sister, Sue, come by plane to ski in 
the district and are downed by the weather. Doug rescues them and eventually himself from 
an avalanche and their weeks of acquaintance are long enough to bring about a romance. 
Better on details of ranger life than the haphazard plot. (1/14. LC:57-5412) 


Tiffany, Kathleen S. Dodd, Mead 
ONE SUMMER IN STOCK $2.75 


At the end of her first year in a New York dramatic school, Nan Lane's main 
problem is whether or not to go on with a career in theatre. Her mother, a newswoman, 
wants her daughter to have a vocation; her grandmother wants her to marry young; and Nan 
is worried by the remarks of her friends that she doesn't know her own mind. A scholar- 
ship to a summer with a stock company settles things temporarily. But by the end of the 
summer, Nan's ability has matured, she has made friends with the snobbish young actress 
‘Alicia and won the love of Mark Byron, whose work as a stage manager on Broadway will ee 
provide part of the basis for their future in the theatre together. A thin career story 
with easily solved conflicts and characters that do not take much out of the reader. 
(3/18. LC:57-6036) 

Gard, Robert E. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

SCOTTY'S MARE $3.00 


By the author of the persuasively quiet A Horse Named Joe, here again is a ranch- 
ing story with a Canadian setting and a plot that sets it apart. Many of the elements are 
familiar- young Scotty Jefferson's determination to have his own horse, the trouble the 
mare, Trip, causes when he buys her, a family search after a lost gold mine, etc. But it 
is during the search that things change. Scotty and Old Dave, the Jefferson's helper, come 
across an anthropology professor and his daughter, Katherine, who are studying the Stoney 
Indians, one of whom has found and kept Trip, after the mare had run off again. Katherine, 
obsessed by anthropology to the point where it prejudices her against white people, refuses 
to take Scotty's side against Jacknife, the Stoney who now owns Trip. It takes a near 
killing before she changes her mind about this and helps set the stage for Jacknife's vol- 
untary return of the mare. Better than average even though it does, through Katherine, cast 
a doubtful light on meddling scientists. (2/15. LC:57-7567) 


Wibberley, Leonard Farrar, Straus- Ariel 
KEVIN O'CONNOR AND THE LIGHT BRIGADE $2.75 


Another wild Irish adventure by a master follows young Kevin O'Connor of Galways 
on a stealthy to thundering round of deeds in high spirited, first person narration. The 
time is 1853 and Kevin and his mother are typical of the tenant farmers suffering from the 
evils of subletting, in this case, from Lord Wedcomb who is a far sterner landlord than ( 
his father. Defeated in a small rebellion, Kevin escapes to the mountain where the Foggy * | 
Dew, a valuable black opal, was last seen. Being the seventh son of a seventh son, Kevin has 
hope of finding the gem but he is a good distance from Ireland before he does. His adventures 
are as credible as they are fanciful and they lead to the amelioration of Wedcomb's land 
policy so that the O'Connor's future is safe and bright. Color, breathless suspense, good 
vigorously battling evil, are Wibberley's fortes, here as elsewhere. (2/25) 
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Burr, Sybil Westminster 
HIGHLAND FLING $2.75 


The title about describes the story- a likeable and quite unlikely summer's 
adventure for Holly Gordon, her frank friend Pud, and Holly's dashing young Scot, Ross 
Mordley. While the three of them are motoring to Scotland in Ross's broken down sports 
car, to stay with a friend near Ross's property, an island with a bauxite mine, they 
encounter lonely Lord Bills who has made his way up in the construction business and 
who has bought Kinglas Castle to be his seat. Because his chauffeur, Charlie, and his 
fiance, Edwina, have to go back to London, Lord Bills motors on with the young people. 
In turn, Ross, Holly and Pud become more concerned with the affairs of Lord Bills and 
his odd entourage and eventually it turns out that Charlie, poverty stricken through 
the fortunes of war, is the real Laird of Kinglas. A frolic in which both Bills and 
Charlie end heads up, Ross gets a new car and the girls, dresses for the most wonderful 
party in the world. (3/25. LC: 57-5611) 


Key, Alexander Westminster 
CHEROKEE BOY $2.75 


This could have been exceptional but lacks the stark dramatic force its theme- 
the willful and corrupt forcing of the Cherokees from their homeland- implies. When 
their land was “sold” to white settlers, Chief Inali went to Washington to plead for it 
once again, but in the meanwhile sent his son, Tsi-ya, to the Secret Police in the 
mountains to see what the wise Utsala had to say. Utsala predicted the pleas would fail 
and told Tsi-ya to bring his people to safety on the mountain. But the boy came home 
too late and the soldiers had already arrived to herd them off. Their treatment was 
exceptionally brutal and continual but futile plans for escape were made. In Illinois 


‘and on the brink of winter, 500 miles away, the attempt is finally made and a personal 


tragedy suffered on the part of Capt. McCready, who had bullied them unmercifully, acts 
in the Indians' favor. Tsi-ya leads a small group of them all the way back to the 
Carolinas where they find a Cherokee village, bereft but still tenacious. A basically 
tragic episode, but the attempt to portray the Indians as real people rather than wooden 
actors isn't totally successful. (3/25. LC: 57-5122) 


Malkus, Alida Knopf 
YOUNG INCA PRINCE $3.00 


The life of Cusi Huascar who became the Inca Huayna Capac and the father of 
Atahualpa, whom the Spanish conquered, is treated in fictionalized form that couples its 
knowledge of the period with a sense of drama that makes it into a story with an ac- 
ceptable plot and characters. As it opens we see a large gathering of tribes at Cuzco 
and in determining the loyalty of one of the chieftains, find that it is Cusi rather 
than his brother Roca who will probably be the next Inca. The knowledge makes the 
jealousy of Princess Wini, Roca's betrothed, flare up to plague Cusi in the months and 
years following. In proving himself, Cusi's main task is the subjugation of the 
Shyrri, a tribe to the north and the thorn in the flesh of the Inca Empire, which needs 
peace in order to continue the vast program of building and social progress. As Cusi's 
campaign grows the elements are woven together to give an idea of the remarkable way 
these people lived and of the tragedies and fortunes that swept the lives of their 
royalty. Whether they actually thought and felt as the author indicates is debatable 
but her presentation of the outward aspects of their lives is an exciting recreation 
of history. (3/18. LC: 57-5263) 


Milne, Ruth Little, Brown - AMP 
TV GIRL FRIDAY $3.00 


A story that emulates hard work, fair play and, with it, all of the audience 
appeal that must go into slick commercial programming, this takes 19 year old Susan 
Doyle through the first strenuous weeks towards a permanent position with KXY-TV, a 
California station. Susan goes from department to department, faces up to an energetic 
and frightening boss, gets outside experience in Community Theatre work, watches a 
snobbish colleague head for stardom. There are a dozen ups and downs in Susan's life 
but finally- the right job, the right show, and the right man. A snappy dialogue im- 
parts some necessary information about studio organization and airs the gossip and 
shallow showmanship right along with it. (2/6. LC: 57-5517) 
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McCulloch, Margaret Westminster 
SECOND YEAR NURSE $2.75 

oi ' 
.---is Jan Russell, newly out of her status as a probie at Greenwood Memorial 


Hospital. As she is switched from ward duty to private patients, Jan encounters all> 
kinds of people- the rich, overbearing man who insists on being manicured, a brave mother 
facing a serious goiter operation, etc., etc. More personal to Jan is the mysterious 
attitude of Miss Slater, the head nurse, who always seems so hard on her, and a new room- 
mate, Dorinda, who steals the love of Dr. Hank Bartholomew. But the discovery of Miss 
Slater's former love for Jan's doctor father and the wedding of Hank and Dorinda leave 
Jan a happier, more reconciled girl. A standard item, marked by the reiterated rules and 
fair play of green walled corridors and operating rooms. (3/25. LC:57-5556) 


Paschal, Nancy Westminster 
SOMEONE TO CARE $2.75 


Sixteen year old Betty Fondren, orphaned by the death of her father, the Gibson's 
tenant farmer, finds herself alone in West Texas. The Gibsons take her in temporarily 
but theirs is a big family in a crowded house. A letter to relatives in Kansas is re- 
turned; they have moved and left no address. Then an opportunity is offered when a lady 
novelist moves nearby, and Betty has a chance to board with her and do the chores, to pay 
her way in part. Miss Danna is finding problems in her current writing, and Betty learns 
that the romance mirrors the author's own life. And in her deepening affection and under- 
standing of Andra Danna, Betty finds her own way to happiness with young Gil Gibson, and 
the life he has chosen on the farm that will eventually be his. Fortuitous in development 
and unmotivated, this seems an ineffectual attempt. (3/25. LC :57-5570) 


Paulson, Jack Westminster 
SIDE LINE VICTORY $2.75 @ 


Good football - and a victory on the side lines as well, as Jerry Dale, 5'10", 
weighing only 114 pounds, recognizes that sports reporting represents his only entree 
to the football field. Reporter on the staff of Woodview High's Jndex, Jerry becomes 
completely absorbed in the current situation- the arrival of the new coach, Clair Randal, 
who had worked only with small teams, and the conflict with Woodview's Big Four, headed 
by player Chick Yount, who orders Randall to "play it their way". But Randall is deter- 
mined to take some of the cockiness out of his stars (a goal Jerry too had evidenced in 
his reporting) and there are expulsions from the team which to Jerry seem going too far. 
Eventually, however, he recognizes the rightness of Randall's tactics, and a chastened lad, 
he launches himself on a new campaign in the /Jndex which helps lead both team and school 
to victory. More to this than the run of the mill sports story. Breezy writing. (3/25. 


LC:57-5093) 


Summers, James L. | Westminster 
THE WONDERFUL TIME $2.75 


Even though Larry Richmond returns from the Army a wiser boy than he was when 
he enlisted at 17, there are some ticklish problems to face during his first months back 
at Rincon High. His parents are inclined to treat him like a child and then just as sud- 
denly expect him to have his whole future planned. His teachers seem to want more coope- 
ration in matters of authority than the Army did. At 19, Larry is only half a senior and 
has a long hard row to hoe if he wants to get anywhere in a reasonable length of time. 
And Judy...Judy is the main issue and Larry's off-again-on-again heartaches play a constant 
theme to the varying background, until he learns, as more young people should, that at a 3 
certain age it's possible to be in love several times at once. Frank and funny, sincere 
and satirical in the Summers manner. (3/25. LC:57-5434) 
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Merrett, John Criterion 
FAMOUS VOYAGES IN SMALL BOATS 73 f 


A unique collection of accounts and a straightforward, well informed narrative 
manner singles this out as a natural for maritime interests, scientific and purely ad- 
venturous. Joshua Slocum, Captain Bligh, Thor Heyerdahl and Alain Bombard are among 
the men whose trips Mr. Merrett has singied out for comment and though high points of 
interest lie in single figures and their endeavours, the stories extend to include group 
sailings away from disaster and to seek aid. And the philosophical comment that some 
voyages are undertaken by compulsion and others by free choice adds depth and meaning 
to the whole. Illustrated by Paul Berkow. 8 to 11 too. (3/22. LC: 57-6245) 


Knowlton, William Knopf 
LET'S EXPLORE BENEATH THE SEA $3.00 


Despite facetious style and the tendency to show off his knowledge, Mr. Knowl- 
ton imparts substantial amounts of information about the undersea and first steps in 
undersea exploration. General introductory material- much of which describes Hawaiian 
coastal waters- sets a stage where life offers various forms of excitement from shell 
collecting to narrowly escaping from sharks. Then comes a whole lot of information on 
the history of diving, of man in the sea and of the more practical aspects of modern 
skin and aqualung diving. Simple equipment- mask, schnorkel and flippers- and the more 
complicated are described in enough detail to get beginners below the surface and to 
give them a good idea of what they can advance to. Safety rules, a note on photography, 
glossary, bibliography and a list of clubs are included. (3/18. LC: 57-5259) 


Kelly, Frank Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
REPORTERS AROUND THE WORLD $3.00 


From a veteran newsman this is a disappointing book, the tone of which measures 
up to the popular concept of gee-whiz journalism. Among the figures Mr. Kelly has chosen 
to talk about are Ernie Pyle, Maggie Higgins, Ernest Hemingway, Walter Winchell, Hal 
Boyle and such men of the past as Dickens, Stanley and Daniel Defoe. Eack sketch high- 
lights an event memorable in the history of journalism or in the life of its subject- 
such as Stanley's search for Livingstone, Hemingway's first encounter with battle and 
his own vulnerability to it, Winchell's role in the apprehension of the gangster Lepke. 
But they are written as if their main concern was to impress the reader with heroism 
rather than the reportorial skill and judgment with which good journalism is produced. 
Geared to appeal to adults still emotionally in their teens, too. Drawings by Harper 
Johnson. (1/21. LC: 56-9078) 


Garst, Shannon Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
WILLIAM BENT AND HIS ADOBE EMPIRE $2.95 


* Bent's Fort became a legend of enterprise in its day with its thick adobe walls 
rising out of the prairie and the continuous stream of Indians, wagon trains, trappers 
and mountain men passing between its gates to trade and to seek shelter. The life of 
the man who built it was almost as full of exciting elements. Shannon Garst makes a 
steady biography of them, with a narrative toned down to let Bent's adventures speak for 
themselves, yet probing enough to indicate the depth of the tragedies he experienced too. 
The ironically stunning blow to his life as a go-between for Indians and Whites was to 
have his own half-Indian sons turn against him and take up the battle for their own 
still wronged and misjudged people. A study that shows the measures of success and 
failure that went into the winning of the West. (3/?. LC: 57-6588) 


Noble, Iris Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
JOSEPH PULITZER: Front Page Pioneer. $2.95 


* From the author of the excellent Wellie Bly here is another portrait of a 
figure that was as startling to his world as Elizabeth Cockrane was to hers, a portrait 
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painted with the vigour and detail that comes with a deep concern about presenting reality, 

about a complex character, about innovation and about journalism. The events of Pulitzer's 

life may be familiar- his decision to emigrate because of a disliked stepfather, his Civil “& ( 
War duty, the years in St. Louis as a reporter for the Westliche Post and again as owner | 
of the Post-Dispatch, the years in New York with the World. The reporting of them here is 

simple and because of its simplicity, quite thrilling. Many journalistic concepts were de- 

veloped by Pulitzey-the clipped, factual style of writing, the idea of giving people stories 

about everything instead of focussing on politics alone, the principle that a paper should 

be non-partisan and make its judgments in editorial colums. But we are not told it in 

so many words. The exciting thing about the book is that these effective ideas emerge as 

part of skillfully dramatized narrative that visualizes Pulitzer as a highly inquisitive 

youth, a young man fortunate enough to work for Carl Schurz and unafraid of his own genius 

and as a man whose vision of the world was as broad as was his capacity for work. A full 

length biography that rides the rising wave of Pulitzer's success and his momentous effect 

on journalism. (3/7. LC:57-6837) 


Norman, Charles Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
JOHN MUIR, Father. of Our National Parks $2.95 


* To many young people John Muir may still be only a shadowy giant of the wilder- 
ness, a man who lived an odd life alone in the California mountains noting down his obser- 
vations of nature. If so, reading this should do much to change that picture for in it 
Charles Norman has let Muir emerge as the fascinating, spirited and many sided figure he 
was. As a boy, son of a dour and over religious Scot, he came to a Wisconsin farm and 
there, as a young man, began to invent sawmills and 20 nba of tilling the soil. 
These brought him the opportunity to go to the University of Wisconsin, a step which sup- 
plemented the self education he had already begun. ‘Then, making another and more drastic 
decision, Muir began his famous thousand mile walk, a trek that ended in the valley he was 
to make famous- Yosemite. His years there as a botanist and zoologist, as a resident of % 
the out-of-doors, as a formulator of the glacier theory as related to’ the Yosemite, and 
eventually as the champion of legislation that gave birth to our National Parks system, 
are avidly described. Mr. Norman has quoted a lot from Muir's writings and his transition 
narrative is properly simple and firm. (3/?. LC:57-6591) 


Laird, Helene & Charlton World 
THE TREE OF LANGUAGE $3.50 


Helene Laird was associate editor of The Rainbow Dictionary; Charlton Laird is 
the author of The Miracle of Language, an adult book which explores extensively the subject 
with which this book deals in more elementary terms, but with similarity in letter and 
spirit. Topics under consideration include the concept of a speechless world, theories 
of speech origin, the various stages in the development of English as a language, the 
importance of the origin of the alphabet, the changes words go through and so on and so on. 
There is the history of specific words- more than a hundred of them- by way of illustration, 
and there is peripheral data on related ones. Into all of this the Lairds have injected 
apt references and footnotes on the humor of man's attempts to communicate. Appendixed 
with a list of terms, a large glossary of curious word stories, and an index. Pen and ink 
sketches by Ervine Metzl. A good companion volume to Irwin's The Romance of Writing 
(Viking). (1/21. LC:56-9259) | 


~ 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


g 
-3) MacDonald, Betty- HELLO, MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE- from $2.25 to $2.50 (Lippincott ) 


é 
(J 
(J-8) Landon, Christopher- ICE COLD IN ALEX- from $3.75 to $3.50 (Morrow-Sloane ) 
(J-9) Highet, Gilbert- POETS IN A LANDSCAPE- from 2/18 to 3/18 (Knopf) 
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Chamales, Tom Scribner 
NEVER SO FEW Mt 4sO 


* This stands out of the welter of novels told against the background of war 
for its originality and distinction. Much of it is unpalatable, raw, distasteful, 
assuredly not for the thin skinned. But the impact is terrific - and the whole pic- 
ture of the guerrilla fighting in Burma emerges with its strange undertones of in- 
tense patriotism, its moments of almost spiritual aspiration, its violence and crudity. 
The handful of non commissioned officers assigned to the group of native scouts em- 
brace various nationalities and types, and one by one their stories take form and 
meaning. Some of them are pretty low grade - all of them seem real. Their command- 
ing officer, Con, is almost a legendary figure; his merits outweigh his stubborn 
insistence on saving his men - and Stilwell, Merrill, Wingate count him of their 
guild, unorthodox as a fighter, a campaigner, but irreplacable. All of the con- 
flicting elements that made their contribution to the strange campaign and the build- 
ing of the Burma road are reflected one way or another in an extraordinary and power- 

* ful book. I found it infinitely more mature, more vital than The Naked and the Deadm 
and less dependent on the sordid crudities of soldier life and speech for its end 
impression. Tom Chamales is a new name to me- a writer to watch. (LC: 57-6062) 


cha And for the Rest? 


Low water mark on more books™than we like to reckon; a disappointment for most of his 
fans- but not to be ignored, imohn Steinbeck’s THE SHORT REIGN OF PIPPIN IV (Viking); 
a strong novel for. most tastes: im\THE WAPSHOT CHRONICLE (Harper); a super science 
fiction in Arthur C. Clarke's. THE DEEP RANGE (Harcourt, Brace); and a thoroughly read- 
able tale of derring-do in Bart Spicer's THE TALL CAPTAINS (Dodd, Mead). For a goodly 
number- thumbs. down. See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
February 18 


Flair, Terrance Ballantine 
HALFWAY TO HEAVEN $.35 paper 


Doran Wilson's appointment as Chief of Communications for International Over- 
seas Air Carriers is the chance for him to turn his string of failures into a begin- 
ning of a long crawl up but the dirty pool played within a wildcat airline is some- 
thing that makes him fight harder than he planned. With four airplanes, flights prom- 
ised and cancelled, and “troops” that never get paid, the non-sked line is a madhouse 
of suspicious company officers, friction and trouble with the CAA. Doubtful of his 
: friend Farmer, the Chief Pilot, Wilson is still committed to him when a Venezuelan 
deal comes through that gives them an out from CAA threats against sloppy operations 
and when that is fouled up and the company officers are chasing one plane across the 
Atlantic, he and Farmer get another try when the plane and the company are wrecked. A 
luridly lighted commercial airlines story makes its mechanics disturbing for possible 
passengers to be. (LC: 57-7709) ’ 
-45- 
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February 25 


Spicer, Bart Dodd, Mead 
THE TALL CAPTAINS $4.95 e ( 


A novel which brought sharply to mind the best seller of some years ago, Evelyn 
Eaton's Quietly My Captain Waits - and which has both the pace and the quality of that 
book. Today, for some readers, it may seem somewhat old fashioned in its epic movement, 
its blend of adventure, history and romance, its stock characters- good and bad. Many 
-readers will relish the freedom from dependence on lust and filth for excitement. The 
period is one that has found few chroniclers:- the last stand of the French in Canada 
under the great Montcalm. The setting:- Quebec and its environs, in the greedy grasp 
of venal men, who saw in disaster a chance to line their own pockets. The story revolves 
around' Duncan Crosbie, born an exile from his forebears'Scotland, enrolling in the French 
forces to fight the English. In Canada he found friends and bitter enemies, love and hate, 
beauty and crudity. As an artillery man, badly needed, he won quick advancement which he 
almost threw away when he became a tool of crooks and blackguards. The portrait of an un- 
known frontier, where grand seigneurs exercised feudal power, and a city brought poverty 
into touch with luxury undreamed of; where rivermen and fur traders came and went} and 
where a decaying France gave little support to their commanders. It's an exciting novel 
of derring-do. (LC: 57-5876) 


February 27 


Flood, Charles Bracelen Houghton, Mifflin 
A DISTANT DRUM $4.50 


This second novel by the author of the unheralded best selling Love is a Bridge, 
while it sustains the belief that the writer has gifts for creating recognizable charac- e 
ters and situations, is unlikely to have as general an appeal. Patrick Kingsgrant, Tabor 
Academy- Harvard University- only son of a successful lawyer, heir to an island in Penob- | 
scot Bay- somehow never captures one's sympathy in his revolt against a life too cushioned 
for his aspirations. He wants to write; his father has set his heart on his being a lawyer; 
over this they split, in good old fashioned style. Pat finds a scrubby room in the York- 
town area of New York and finishes his novel before the determination to take his part in 
the Korean War sends him into the army. His is an inglorious career; he has concealed a 
congenital weakness in his right arm, only to have ripped muscles, nerves and tendons in 
his left arm betray him. His girl lets him down- and the reader is uncertain how much 
her inability to come to terms with his Catholicism is at the root of it. He serves a 
bitter apprenticeship in the basic training months - but learns something of the worth 
of the men with whom he is thrown, before he gets his honorable discharge- and goes back 
to his writing. Somehow, too many areas are touched upon- no central theme cuts very deep- 
and the book seems more like a first novel, derivative, often imitative, than did the 
simpler, more direct earlier book. Perhaps he had to get this out of his system; it has 
elements that suggest autobiography. Fingers crossed for the next. (LC: 57-5113) 


Muir, Robert Longmans, Green 
THE SPRIG OF HEMLOCK $3.95 


That rag, tag and bobtail affair- Shays Rebellion- provides not only the back- 
ground but the major part of the narrative in this period account of that armed revolt 
when the farmers, burdened by debts and taxes, made their show of protest. The Tuckers, 
who had lost one son in 1776, were to lose another now in 1786- when the gentle, bookish 
Abel and their youngest boy, Mark, go off to fight as the insurrection spreads and is 
organized under the rather reluctant Daniel Shays. And as the march on Springfield gets & 
under way, there are brutal reprisals at home; Mark's girl, Martha West, is raped- and 
her home is burned to the ground before the small band of insurgents surrender and return 
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home.... A first novel, its author keeps a careful eye on the facts of this small se- 
dition; the characters, and story, which have been filled in, have only an incidental 
and intermittent interest. (LC:57-5849) 


February 28 


Deich, Friedrich Rinehart 
THE SANITY INSPECTORS $3.75 


These are the personal notations, and occasional letters, of a German psy- 
chiatrist Robert Vossmenge who was courtmartialed during World War II, and while they 
can never be said to form a novel, they do provide a discussion piece of faith and 
belief. In a frequent interchange with a pastor Degenbruck (the "Orange Pastor"), 
the "Wind Doctor" tilts with the contradiction between scientific authority and re- 
ligious zeal. Throughout his tutelage as a student, then in a clinic, then at police 
headquarters, cases involving the more violent variations of human conduct come with- 
in his jurisdiction. The war takes Vossmenge into active service- and it is then- 
after he manages the escape of the "mad pastor" who has defied Hitler as the anti- 
Christ, that Vossmenge places a higher value on what the man of God represents and 
is ready to exchange his own life for Degenbruck's.... A quizzical, sometimes ironic 
inquiry which is translated from the German, for a minimal market at best. (LC:57-5688) 


March 5 


Martin, Sylvia Harper 
I, MADAME TUSSAUD $3.95 


A novel, cast in the form of an autobiography, reveals the life of Anne 
Marie Grosholtz who came from Strasbourg, to Paris, to London to be known as the one 
who gave her married name to the famous waxworks. Modeling as detailedly in words 
as did Marie in wax, this sidelights fashionable, royal France, its swarming patriots 
and revolutionists, the gruesome vulgarity of the Terror, the curt courtesy of the 
Republic and the emergence of Napoleon. For the young Marie gives her hands - and 
later her heart - to her uncle Philip, who knew the favors of the Contis, the Orleans, 
and the people when he turned his wax portraiture and his cabinet of newsworthy events 
open to commercial use (Philip, a doctor who could not stand blood, found precise- 
ness in wax a personal, political and powerful lever). Seeing a world die in her 
young life, tiny Marie became the skilled automaton of the workroom and gatherings, 
became, too, an unmarried spinster as well as the friend of great names and faces 
(life and death masks), married the peasant-stamped Tussaud who never lived up to his 
reputed descent from Louis XV, fought his growing, phony commercialism and, when the 
chance came to take the Cabinet to England on tour, fled with her lover and later 
her sons.... Along with the dedication to a craft, the daily accounting of household 
and finances, the cross purposes of Philip and her mother, the mighty and the low, 
is the reincarnation- deduced and decisive- of an 18th century figure in high relief. 
Conversation worthy. (LC:56-6027) 


Thompson, Charles Harper 
HALFWAY DOWN THE STAIRS ; $3.50 


A first novel records- in the first person- all that is "grubby and degen- 
erate and sad" in the young lives of a lost generation which is never to find itself. 
If it has a certain contemporary and compulsive authority, it is also flushed with an 
aura of inevitable dissolution and inexplicable instability. Dave Pope, who tells 
the story, is particularly aware of his own "grubbiness", from his small town begin- 
nings in Philip, Massachusetts, where he first meets Ann Carlin, a footloose, Fitz- 
geraldian little rich girl from New York and way out of his class. His commitment 
to Ann continues- even after their affair is over- at Cornell where Ann moves on to 
Hugh- a "study in concentrated ennui" and in with a coterie which is lost in a limbo 
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of sex, liquor and hot music. Dave, although by now living with Kathy, is once again the 

one to whom Ann turns when she needs an abortion. And although she makes the right mar- 

riage, she skids again when her husband is drafted, drifts back again- to one man and then 

another- to Hugh, while Dave, in a last attempt to salvage her, forfeits Kathy.... Heady- & ( 
and fleshy too- there may be those to take ena as well as to question its importance 

over and above the personal purgative. 


Maxey/13 ais 
Ruhen, Olaf Lippincott 
LAND OF DAHORI: Tales of New Guinea $3.75 


Report repeated from the November lst bulletin, as follows: "A sort of fiction- 
al recreation of various stages in the life history of man through the natives of New 
Guinea. Many of the stories explore the basis for witchcraft as a rule by fear of the 
village elders, and he attempts always to reconstruct the thinking processes of the peo- 
ple. An early story is that of a leader who left his people and enticed them to learn 
the value of gardening by associating a magic power with the natural one and sacrificing 
himself so that they might obtain his 'power'. There is the oncoming of the missionary 
who tries to get the women to wear clothes above the waist and whom a Westerner dis- 
courages. There are the government men, one who meets his end at the hands of the elders 
who must back up the superstition of a mute death if one walks in the dark of the moon, 
another who finds loyalty in a native who tries to defend the administrator's wife from 
her vengeful outburst and survives her willful treachery. To be considered not as works 
of fiction but as illustrations of life as it may have been lived. (LC: 56-11688)" 


March 18 


Freedman, Nancy and Benedict Henry Holt @ 
LOOTVILLE $3-15 


The quick pitch on television is transmitted “live” from Hollywood where Pete 
Munger gets a job as a camera man on the Zane Cochrane show and a first chance at some 
of the easy money which comes with a big budget operation. But Cochrane, a “lovable 
comic" with a coast to coast following, victimizes all of his associates, regrets the 
life (and the wife) he can no longer call his own, disappears on long drunks, and Pete- 
as his duenna and/or doormat, learns that there is a price to pay. Marriage to Mary, 
who has a child, and the knowledge that there is another to come, makes his job more 
valuable- even as it becomes more demanding- and more precarious, and Cochrane more un- 
manageable. And when he is fired- and blackballed- he is still ready to crawl back on 
any terms- until it almost costs him Mary.... Harder to tag than The Great Man, but that 
ulcerating medium is once again taped with a certain recognition and momentum. The 
option- largely rentals. (LC: 57-6762) 


Merrill, James | Knopf 
THE SERAGLIO $3.95 


An inconclusive interval with the Tannings, a family of considerable wealth and 
the parasitic entourage it attracts, occasions a first novel which is a sophisticated dal- 
liance and which often seems as aimless as those engaged in it. Benjamin Tanning, who 
has married and divorced three wives, now lives a life of semi-invalidism (not altogether 
necessary) hemmed in and pampered by a covey of calculating women:-a penniless British 
Lady Good, predatory Irene Cheek, Natalie Bigelow, and his housekeeper- Mrs. McBride- all 
save the latter hoping to marry the old man. His daughter, Enid, has married a man molded 
in her father's image; but his young son, Francis, is emotionally emasculated presumably 3 
by the example of his forebear- and after a summer in Italy- imports an older women of 
considerable experience, Xenia, to his father's seraglio. Xenia directs her charms at 
both the’ old man and Francis- then goes back to New York to bear a lover's son, which out 
of pity, she allows Francis to believe is his; Francis, having attempted suicide, then 
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drifts into the homosexual bohemia of Greenwich village; and Benjamin Tanning con- 
cludes these annals with his marriage to Lady Good.... The author views his utterly 
useless characters at a distance- and it is a specious world indeed, none the more 
attractive for its affectation of naughtiness. (LC: 57-5653) 


March 18 


Haines, William Wister Little, Brown , 
THE HONORABLE ROCKY SLADE $3.95 V 


Rocky Slade rode to political glory on the coat tails of his reputation as 
a football star. Once there he found he needed a "cause" - and the proposed thru-way 
became his “baby”. But he also needed money, a great deal of money, and a few sup- 
posedly staunch men of good well plotted his destruction, and fed him the funds, never 
thinking to get caught in the backwash. The time is 1947- and thereabouts- though 
flashbacks supply the background of the central figures, the place is an imaginary 
city in the midwest; the characters, beside Rocky and his clergyman father and manag- 
ing mother, include Lucy Maynard, daughter of a scion of an old family, who has him- 
self done nothing to enhance their fame and who combats Lucy's sudden engagement to 
Rocky with the weapons in his power; and Jim, who tells the story, and who is the 
Maynard's lawyer and adviser, and himself in love with Lucy. One gets bit by bit 
the unsavory inside story of small scale politics- and something of the flavor of 
the town and its people. But one doesn't much care - though it may be a sound enough 
portrait of one segment of American life. (LC: 57-6444) 


Wagner, Geoffrey The Noonday Press 
RAGE ON THE BAR $3.50 


Captain Teale, posted to Connaught, an island in the Caribbean, as the new 
A.D.C. for the Governor, is followed by the implications of his stay in a mental hos- 
pital and runs into the need to stand by his beliefs in justice for the natives who 
are beginning to threaten British rule. At odds with governmental imperialistic 
policy, involved with the Diehls, the practical owners of the island, Teale is loath 
to follow the retaliative measures that result from black manifestations, refuses to 
join a lynching party, refuses to inflict the drastic punishments demanded and, even 
though he sees evidences of the terroristic methods of the local blood brotherhood, 
tries to argue that, through the “wogs" who are not among the attackers, white and 
black can find peaceful means to argue their differences, and find ways to gradualist 
reform. Flayed in his affair with man-eating Leone Diehl, betrayed by her when with- 
standing an attack on her house, and in possession of information against the gover- 
nor's right hand man, Teale is ready to return to England, positive rather than nega- 
tive in his thinking about his country's colonial issues. The tropical concomitants 
of excessive weather and characters make a garish background for the turbulence in 
motion. 

March 20 


Clarke, Arthur C. Harcourt, Brace 
THE DEEP RANGE $3.95 


* The price precludes this being listed as science fiction, so let's call it 
science fiction de luxe. But I for one found it the first SF I could read with complete 
absorption. Here is a Twenty Thousand Leagues Under. the Sea of the future, without a 
villain, to be sure, unless one could classify the giant monsters of the deep in that 
category. It is a story of a space man transferred to another medium- the undersea 
world off the coral reef; of a world which depends on the vast herds of whales for their 
meat, on the plancton meadows for their vegetables; on men trained to keep the balance. 
It is exciting adventure in what is still an eerie unknown world. Arthur Clarke is 
known for space stories- for the non-fiction The Coast of Coral and knows whereof he 
writes. At the end he injects a conservation-vegetarian angle which takes a bit away 
from the straight adventure aspects. (LC: 57-6214) 
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March 20 


Panetta, George Harcourt, Brace 
VIVA MADISON AVENUE! $3.95 4 


The advertising world is lathered richly in slapstick and abuse as Joe Caruso 
and George Caputo, two Italians darting about like ants in a world of tall, blond, well 
dressed Anglo Saxons, offbeat their way from failures to success. The book isn't a novel 
but several sketches, some of which are pretty funny. For instance there's the time when, 
cheated out of an expense account trip by what they think is rank discrimination against 
Italians, George and Joe persuade the powers that be that a TV hookup with the Democratic 
(as well as the Republican) elections might be a good thing. On the job Joe is drunk ex- 
cept at breakfast times, fails to collect the right people for a broadcast, and manages to 
lie his way out of the whole thing. Their failures with women are notorious; they con- 
stantly bungle their flirtations and are relieved to walk away from tight situations. Joe's 
big chance at directing comes with a play for the Milwaukee breweries, whose executives do 
not want the hero to die. Joe ends up doing credit to the Agency for original, pioneering 
work. All of this is set up against the props of Anglo Saxon desires for the house in 
Westport, the women in New York, the slick appearance, Republican victories and a happy 
audience. (LC: 57-6213) 


Cecil, Henry Harper 
FRIENDS AT COURT $3.00 


The Brothers In Law (1956) have now been practising for twelve years and Roger 
Thursby is contemplating applying for silk. But before he achieves his approval as Her 
Majesty's counsel he becomes involved in many things. The two factors uppermost are the 
case of the police corrupters, the Glaciers, and the case of a lost heart - for Roger's 
answers to Anne, whose father turns out to be the Chief Constable whose officers have been & 
bribed. There's another case of drunken driving - or was it?: an old lag whose repeat per- 
formance Roger refuses to take: the irritant of a bumptious young barrister: a horse race, 
which, while it doesn't go backwards, goes in every other direction: and of course the 
Glaciers' trial which ends in a sentence for Mr. Glacier. Roger takes it to the Court of 
Criminal appeal where judges, barristers and the prisoner (ventriloquizing) argue fussy 
points of terminology and law. This goes along with the earlier book very tidily in its 
picture of British legal points and pointers and leavens the whole with quite funny fa- 
cetious flightiness. If that lawyer in your life has the first he will beg for this. 
(LC: 57-6147) 


Cheever, John Harper 
THE WAPSHOT CHRONICLE $ 24350 


In a patchwork of family life is the pattern of Captain Leander's belief in the 
"unobserved ceremoniousness" of life which is a “gesture and sacrament toward the excellence 
and continuousness of things" and through parts of his diary, episodes in St. Botolph's, at 
the Wapshots' West Farm (on the New England coast), and in the gropings of his sons, Moses 
and Coverly, the lineage and heritage come through. Come through from an undated Inde- 
pendence Day to Leander's death after both the boys have left home because of Cousin Ho- 
nora's financial blackmailing; after Leander has lost, regained and lost again the ferry- 
boat which was his reason for living; after the daughter - who was not his - of an earlier 
marriage- has tried to claim him; after his wife has converted the ferryboat into a fussy 
tearoom and gifte shoppe. Through the years Moses has been dismissed from a Washington top 
secret job, Coverly has become a part of rocket launching as a Taper and been deserted by 
his wife, and Moses' marriage to the ward of a distant, wealthy, unpredictable, vengeful 
widowed cousin has had time to turn from bad and then to good when the old harridan's ram- 3 
parts burn, and the boys make good with sons to claim Honora's promised inheritance. And 
since the financial security is based on Wapshot virility, the Wapshots have their interest 
in women from a basically sexual approach; and since their father believes in the romance 
and nonsense, the joy and the cockiness of living, theirs is an uncharted course - for 
Coverly almost turning to homosexuality and Moses trying to maintain some balance in a 
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household of financial dependents. The interludes of Leander's diary and of Honora's 
disturbances have a tart sting and the whole offers candor and a loving care for men 
& and their concerns in a world tyrannized by women. A rowdy, bawdy, feeling, root- 
sensed New England gallery, this has its high - and not quite so high - moments for 
an audience which may suffer shock but never shame. Watch the critics. (LC: 56-11100) 


March 21 


Wilson, John Rowan Doubleday 
THE ROUND VOYAGE $3.50 


eoeee aboard the Cape York is from Sydney to London, and for David Howard, 
deputy purser who has been engaged in a smuggling operation on the side, it is to be 
the last run. The assignment- to sign on a Mr. Dillon as cabin steward- on forged 
papers- is also to be his last. As the ship gets under way, there are flurries among 
the passengers as well as the personnel; David avoids his feeling for Ann, the ship's 
nurse, while he engages in the stateroom seduction of a passenger- Julia- in whom he 
foolishly confides; the general air of uneasiness is substantiated, by disaffection 
among the crew and a riot- and money stolen from the safe. David rightly suspects 
that the offender is the man he has hired- and in making his confession to the 
Captain, and helping to arrest the criminal, he clears his own record.... An unim- 
portant- and impermanent- form of entertainment, but proficient enough to secure 


a rental market. (LC: 57-6292) Ard 7. deck. oT 


The 
Steinbeck, John KYA ple Viking 
Se neh’ $3.00 


Frankly, I don't know what John Steinbeck was up to in writing this extra- 
vaganza, this dubious satire on French politics. He doubtless had a good time in the } 
process, as with tongue in cheek he lambastes the intricate absurdities of the French 
political system. A fairytale it is, complete with Cinderella theme, as an obscure 
astronomer, who happens to have royal blood in his veins, is sought out by a desperate 
political group to restore the monarchy. Unwilling, bored with what it entails, he 
sets out to wander among his people incognito and upsets the new regime by proposing 
far reaching reforms that appeal not a whit to the nobility battening on his rise to 
empty power. That- with Steinbeck's name as magic wand- it might just happen to 
captivate some readers seeking an offbeat fantasy, is something one cannot foresee. 

But for the most part, the Steinbeck audience will be let down- and others who seek 
new flavors may not find it sufficiently tart for their taste. (LC: 57-7555) 


THE SHORT REIGN OF PIPPIN Iv ‘2’ 








March 25 





Albrand, Martha Random House 
THE OBSESSION OF EMMET BOOTH $3.50 


Emmet Booth was a self made man, a multi-millionaire, who gauged all values 
in terms of achieved ambition, possession and dollars. He had little to recommend 
him- as a human being. But he managed to make Miranda Page feel indebted to him- 
first because he was there when the hard shell of shock following her husband's death 
broke down; then because he knew when to seem to pull away from involving her too 

much; then because she had turned him down so hard; then because he put himself in 

the position of angel for the play of a friend of hers, and so on. She tries to es- 
cape him by going to England to complete her husband's book; she makes a life of her 
own, cutting loose even from old friends; he follows her- and again she rejects him. 
The handling of her slow comeback as a person, of her finding herself again in a new 
life, is exceedingly well done. But the ending- when Emmet has tricked the right 

man who had come into her life into thinking she is Emmet's property, probably his 
mistress, and the man leaves the country without clearing it up, is just something one 
cannot bear. Miranda, defeated after all her reborn faith in a future, invites him up 
to see her new apartment. For one reader anyhow, the end spoiled the book. (LC:57-5381) 
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March 29 


Wetzel, Donald Random House 
THE RAIN AND THE FIRE AND THE WILL OF GOD $2.95 * ( 


On a farm in Alabama, idling away the summer days, is fourteen year old Jack 
Haywood- who tells this story in his own unretouched fashion. A change, in a part of the 
world where very little changes- and almost nothing ever happens- is the arrival nearby 
of Rodney Blankhard, a boy his own age, sent after his mother's death to stay with his 
uncle whose many farming failures have been written off as the "will of God". Rodney, 
from his first appearance- with curls and in Western boots- is also “just not good for 
the country” and as the weeks pass, proves more and more trouble and accident prone. 
With "too much against him", he is always the victim of unlucky to sometimes avoidable 
circumstances, so that when the rain ruins Mr. Blankhard's first successful crop, and 
a fire (Rodney's cigarette) burns his barn to the ground, he is ready to return to the 
less alien ways of the city..... A time- just past childhood- and two likable, believable 
boys give this a fresh appeal- and a happy contrast to an earlier book- The Age of Light 


(Crown- 1952)"~ (LC: 57-6460) 
MapshF? 4 (26 


Hitchcock, Alfred- Fd. Simon & Schuster 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents STORIES THEY WOULDN'T , 9¢¢ $3215 
LET ME DO ON TV 


* A collector's item- in a generous but fastidious display of talent, familiar 
and on occasion unfamiliar, provides a selection of superior excitement and entertain- 
ment values. Old timers, Robert Hichens, Thomas Burke, M. R. James, Saki, flank more 
modern contributors. You will (re)read and enjoy the savage reprisals of Roald Dahl's % 
Nunc Dimittis, the haunting horror of Ray Bradbury's The October Game, the fatal dilemma 
of Stanley Ellin's The Moment of Decision, the dark bewitchment of John Collier's The 
Lady on the Grey and William Sansom's A Woman Seldom Found. And Arthur Williams' Being A 
Murderer Myself, Q. Patrick's Love Comes to Miss Lucy, Margaret St. Clair's The Perfectionist, 
Philip MacDonald's Love Lies Bleeding all contribute to a varied, vintage collection. 


March - late 


Rogers, Lettie Hamlett Simon & Schuster 
BIRTHRIGHT $3.50 


A social problem - segregation - is translated into private lives in the South 

when a small boy, and his father's, and his own subsequent death, help to spread the 
flame of ugly feelings and family and local feuds. 25 year old Marth Lyerly, a new 
teacher and a stranger to Peegram, is reported by her young class and finds champions 
among them when her removal is advocated; Harry Hibbard, trapped and worn down by his 
wife Carrie and the family's furniture business, finds his weakness for his younger son, 
Ray, is balanced by the strength to give a choice piece of land to Negro Jim whose NAACP 
associations have roused the town; Harry's death - suicide or accident? - binds the 
children into a solid front for little Ray who refuses to deny his father's one-time hero 
status and who not only tries but announces that he is trying to emulate his father; Ray's 
death fuses and forges a new turn for a town whose conformity is now badly cracked. Carrie's 
dangerous power carries through to the minister, loved, denounced and warned by Martha; 
.blood guilt drains down through the family levels; witch-hunting does not stop at a funeral- 

the community storms are mirrored in personal, near-incest nightmares. The complex of theme 
_ and story is hammered through ellipses within ellipses, symbols that mingle with tape re- ay 
cordings, ululations with eulogies - to a point that could (or could not) impress. Not 
@ general specific despite L.G. selection. (LC: 57-5678) 
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January 25 


York, Jeremy Scribner 
SO SOON TO DIE $2.75 


Lionel Amblin is hired for a 1000 pounds to kill Isobel Waring, a girl with 
no connections beyond a fiance in America, and finding her too young- and too pretty- 
to die so soon, decides to learn why she is valuable. He attacks her but delays her 
demise, inadvertently kills another woman, then assuming the alias of a friend of her. 
fiance's, removes her for a weekend in an isolated inn where his ugly instincts and 
intentions are betrayed.... A young lady alone and afraid again provides some unre- 
mitting tension and a split-second finish by the Yard. (LC: 57-5860) 


February 28 


Davis, Dorothy Salisbury Scribner 
DEATH OF AN OLD SINNER $2.75 


Young James Ransom Jarvis sees his gubernatorial chance wither when his 
grandfather is found dead in somewhat unusual circumstances. The death of a top 
gangster coincides with General Jarvis'; there is a pother over a historical forgery 
and a missing lady friend; and there is the General's formidable housekeeper, Mrs. 
Norris, to set the pace for the who-what-when they are seeking. Good for the funny- 
bone. (LC: 57-6064) ) 


February ?? 


Dillon, John Ballantine 
THE SPOTTED HORSE $3.00-$ .35 


A likably naive narrative in the first person of Jim Horn, 19, records his 
many feats with mules, with Mexicans, with Indians, and with a Savannah belle- Anne 
Harper. He chases a band of Comanches across the Rockies to retrieve his Daddy's 
mules; he escorts the Harpers- unprepared in the ways of the west- to their land 
grant in New Mexico and uses the spotted horse Anne has bought to bargain with the 
Indians; he wins Anne's love for a while- away from the charmer Vivian Fenn- and 
shoots it out with a troublemaker- only to return alone to his Daddy.... A pioneer 
picaresque- with a humor unexpected in this medium. (LEC: 57-7710) 


March 6 


Ballinger, Bill S. Harper 
THE WIFE OF THE RED-HAIRED MAN $2.95 


eeeis the object of a long search for Skors, N.¥.C. Homicide, when her hus- 
band, Albert Turner, is found murdered. It is tricky work until he can link her with 
the red-haired man who was once her husband. Hugh Rohan, escaped from a Canadian 
jail, locates his Mercedes, inadvertently kills Turner and is joined by Mercedes in 
evading the police. The long itinerary, planned for the unexpected, goes South, West, 
to New Orleans and Ireland, and it is the ways in which recognition is avoided and 
Skors' making little things pay off that keep this urgent. (Cosmopolitan condensed ) 
(LC: 57-6146)° + (5 
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March 20 
Garve, Andrew Harper 
THE MEGSTONE PLOT $2.95 ©@& ( 


* Clive Easton, to raise a substantial sum to maintain the very desirable Isobel, 
agrees to her preposterous plan which involves his disappearance for a time on an island, 
some misleading manoeuvers which will tag him as a traitor, an ambiguous parting letter 
to another girl, and his eventual return to put in a sizeable claim for damages. Marooned 
on the Megstone, an injury makes him a genuine castaway and he endures a real ordeal and | 
he return to face not only the suspicion of a ubiquitous reporter- but also betrayal 
through an ornithological oddity.... A likable bounder, a delectable bitch and an out- | 
rageous scheme give this a lively originality. (LC: 57-6148) | 


March 21 


Disney, Doris Miles Doubleday 
METHOD IN MADNESS $2.95 


Wealthy Mrs. Carroll has spent fourteen years in a small mental sanitariun, 
and only herdaughter Piyllis, as she comes of age, suspects that she has been conven- 
iently put- and kept- away by her second husband, Norman. Confiding her fears to insur- 
ance investigator Jeff Di Marco, Phyllis is too late- with too little, as Mrs. Carroll 
dies before an inguiry can be made, but Di Marco, refusing to drop the case, brings in 
the final proof of murder.... A tranquilizer, for feminine tastes in the field. 

(LC: 57-6306) 


March 26 


Rutledge, Nancy Random House ie 
THE FRIGHTENED MURDERER $2.95 


The biggest man in Shinnaukee is Reuven Mahone who acquired his newspaper by 
letting another man, Kylie, the music critic, go to jail for a murder committed by Mahone. 
Kylie's escape, the danger to Mahone and the threat of old scandal spark off a cat and 
mouse chase that involves Mahone's double crossing wife, Kylie's family, two possible 
heirs for the paper, and Kylie's desperation. Full steam. (LC: 57-5385) 


March 29 


Meredith, Scott- Ed. Dutton 
BAR 6 $2.95 


The current issue of this annual western round-up carries on its previous se- 
lectivity and here bags one from The Virginia Quarterly Review along with choices from 
western story magazines and the slicks. Eleven in all, they avoid the cliches and move 
in a high bracket of writing and character. Frazee, Oliver La Farge, Loomis, Owen Cameron, 
Foster, Felsen are among the better known authors while Kastle's The Enemies and Prebble's 
The Regulator, add some good touches. Noticeable. 


Special Note:- Two books in the regular fiction section should be noted for this section 

as well. Arthur Clarke has a first rate and unusual type of science fiction de luxe in 

THE DEEP RANGE (Harcourt)- see report on P. 49. And Alfred Hitchcock has made a thoroughly 
readable collection of material under the title STORIES THEY WOULDN'T LET ME DO ON TV ® 


(Simon & Schuster) - see report on P. 52. 
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Looking Up? Heartening in any case. 


& While there are no books with markets that are foregone conclusions, there 1s.an en- 
couragingly high percentage of books in the offing that deserve your. special attention- 
and should reward it....There's a waiting market for. Somervell's. abridgement of vols: 
VII-X of Toynbee's. now completed A STUDY OF HISTORY (Oxford); there's a new Peter 
Drucker. book for. his. loyal audience, AMERICA'S NEXT TWENTY YEARS (Harper); there's a 
sure best seller. in popularizer Paul de Kruif's absorbing A MAN AGAINST INSANITY 
(Harcourt, Brace); there are two beguiling books. which give one a sense of discovery- 

Robert Laxalt's SWEET PROMISED LAND (Harper) and Leland Stowe'’s. CRUSOE OF THE LONE- 
SOME LAKE (Random House). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


February 1 


Hahn, Dr. L. Albert Abelard-Schuman 
COMMON SENSE ECONOMICS $4.50 


Report repeated from the September 15th bulletin, as follows: "The Economics 
of Illusion, Hahn's earlier concentrated attack on Keynes, is followed now-for pro- 
fessional economists and those concerned with money theory- by a positive, declara- 
tive statement of Hahn's own position. Or rather, his private working model of 
the economic universe- a working model 'simple enough to clarify the fundamental 
relationships between various economic data’. Hahn builds from the ground up. fet 

| each of his own contentions seems in some form to derive from, answer to, or react 

6 against some Keynesian tenet. Hahn charges Keynes with misplaced emphasis, as when 
‘long-run economic forces, such as the propensity to work, are completely eclipsed 
by... the propensity to consume’. Hahn regards the position of Keynes as not ex- 
tensive enough to comprise a full economic theory nor adequate in ‘short-run deve- 
lopments'. There is a continuous cycle of return from Hahn to Hahn-leveling-at- 
Keynes, and it's hard to say how much that is new and useful sifts through the 
layers of rancor. Comments on the nature of the business cycle will be a feature 
for investors.” 


Moran, Eugene & Reid, Louis Scribner 
TUGBOAT: The Moran Story $5095 


Report repeated from the August 15th issue, as follows: "The life and 
times of the hard working harbor puffers takes in a surprising amount of traveling 
from the hauls and tows on inland waters to the Normandy landings and operations in 
the Pacific, and the story of these tugs is the story of the Morans, from Michael, 
the author's father, down to the third generation now handling the business. From 
sail, to steam and Diesel, the ‘little Irish navy' grew against hard competition, 
and the glamor of docking the Queens contrasts with the heavy duty of dumping garbage, 
while their progress is marked by a cholera outbreak, explosions, fires and affairs 
of the Port of New York. The waterfront, its life, noise and odors, the vigilance in 
time of maritime disasters, the modernizing of the fleet, the bigger headache that came 
with the bigger ocean liners, the mechanics of docking and undocking the big babies, 
the personalities among the captains and pilots and the boats themselves- these the 
author knew from literally ‘learning the ropes' in his early days and, from his ac- 
& tivities in later days, was part of the never ending concern over the Port of New 
| York in all its complex traffic. A proud story of family enterprise, this is of de- : 
finite local interest and for a special marine audience that will appreciate it. 
Illustrated with old and new photographs. (LC:56-10205)" 
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eal | 
February 3\{v 
ef. 
Macmillan 


Dufault, Peter Kane 
FOR SOME STRINGED INSTRUMENTS $2.75 

This little volume of verse is particularly well-named- for rarefied, and ex- 
celling in technique- it has much of the quality of chamber music. It is definitely not 
great, but it is often exquisite and almost always expert. Dufault uses modern themes, 
demonstrating an interest in actuality but adding metaphysical overtones. In the brief 
references to place, New England, New York, etc., one of the most engaging is the author's 
non-insistent nod toward a French ancestral strain. If Dufault develops from here, he may 
well become a very fine poet. His first collection warrants interest and appreciation 
within the field. 


February 15 


Joyce, James Avery Abelard -Schuman 
REVOLUTION ON EAST RIVER $3.50 


Joyce's contention, in a nutshell, is that the U. N. reflects the growing 
failure of national sovereignty in world affairs and the growing sovereignty of man him- 
self. Searching a decade of policy and travail in U. N. history, Joyce's deepest impres- 
sions are of the rapid development of the international body as a congress of peoples 
rather than governments, its faith and concern over the individual, its steadfast pro- 
moting of the interests of all smaller and underprivileged countries. In a more particu- 
lar sense, Joyce heralds the first of the new world citizens- the Ralph Bunche and Lord 
Orr type that rises above national interests in behalf of all men. As the author hin- *» 
self confesses, the meanings of the disarmaments controversy, the Bandung Conference, 
violence in Egypt are open to opposite conclusions. Yet he remains firm and persuasive 
in his optimism. The book has a tendency to overemphasize and also to oversimplify. 
Joyce is the author of World in the Making and has spent his career as an observer and 
participant in both Geneva and New York. (LC:56-12170) 


February 25 


Koizumi, Kazuo Hearn Caxton 
RE-ECHO $10.00 


From Lafcadio Hearn's son (now a man in his sixties) comes a delicate, fragmen- 
tary, juvenile chrestomathy of unpublished marginalia and sketches by his father. All 
of these,- animal stories, bits of naturalistic lore, geography lessons and examples of 
paternal wisdom-were scattered and scrawled over Kazuo's boyhood copybooks. They were 
designed to instruct, amuse and morally strengthen the child - which they surely did. The 
collection now skillfully wrought by Kazuo adds not one major nor serious item to Hearn's 
literary bequest but it is nevertheless delightful. And if Hearn's true importance was 
less in his deliberate statement than in his humanist attitude and a degree of sensitivity, 
then the collection nowhere falls short of his more impressive works. Probably the cream 
of these small pieces is a retelling of Aesop's Fables, the story of the Pied Piper and a 
version of Frankenstein. The preface, both a brief biography of Hearn and an account of 
how this book recently came into being, is supplied by the daughter of two friends of 
Hearn's and deserves praise in spite of the misplaced sentimentality. The literary-minded | 
and the more sensitive lover of juvenilia will join the inevitable rank of Hearn enthu- 
siasts. 
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February 28 


: Hiscock, Eric C. Oxford 
AROUND THE WORLD IN WANDERER III $6.00 


The Hiscocks, Eric and Susan, earn their precarious livelihood traveling in 
flimsy vessels with camera and typewriter- seeing, experiencing, occasionally talking 
to fellow seafarers, and keeping a neat, amiable record of everything. In 1952, the 
couple set sail in a specially-designed 30 foot yacht and went around the world by 
way of the Portuguese coast, the West Indies, Panama Canal, Tahiti, Fiji, Australia, 
the African Cape and the Azores. The resulting log has a fair share of storms and 
a spearfish that leapt aboard and almost caused havoc. And that's about it. The 
tale, like the Wanderer itself, is too often becalmed. When they drop anchor, there's 
usually a sophisticated host to invite them for cocktails and a trip around the island 
~+e+ The Hiscocks' obvious mastery of sailing will delight other enthusiasts and the 
many photos are charming- but to the restless landlubber, raised on more turbulent 
seas, this may be tame stuff. 


Toynbee, Arnold J. 
Somervell, D. C.- Abridgement by | Oxford 
_, A STUDY OF HISTORY: Vols. VII-X $5.00 


Dr. Toynbee's ten volume work has been completed. Mr. Somervell made 
signal. contribution to wider knowledge of this work, by his abridgement of the first 
volumes some years ago, and this volume, which completes the extraordinary achieve- 
ment will be no less warmly hailed. The two together comprise a very valuable pre- 
sentation of the essence, the substance of the argument in a form the average reader 
can compass. It follows Dr. Toynbee's pattern:- Universal States; Universal Churches; 
Heroic Ages; Contacts Between Civilizations in Space; Contacts Between Civilizations 
in Time; Law and Freedom in History; The Prospects of Western Civilization; Conclusion, 
with a chapter on how this book came to be written. With the fact that Toynbee's 
viewpoints on various facets of world history have come under severe criticism and 
scrutiny, certain parts of this volume will be of peculiar interest. But read through, 
Toynbee's thesis of the rise and fall of civilization stands up in the whole, better 
than in the parts. A skillful piece of condensation, which somehow manages to stand 
on its own as a challenging, constructive contribution to the study of history. 


(LC :4.7-2302 ) lee 
all jv pe def 


Laxalt, Robert Vis ; Harper 
SWEET PROMISED LAND ¥ $3.00 


* Centering around the return of the author's father to his Basque homeland, 

after forty seven years in the United States, this is filled in with Dominique's 
recall of the days of open ranges and dirt streets, of the coming of a young sheep- 
herder to a whole new world and the times of amazing prosperity and utter ruin. There 
is the enormous plot of the children and their mother to get Dominique on his way, 
after his little stroke, the ways and means in which they get him to buy - and wear - 
a new suit, the flight to New York City, Paris - and the Pyrenees where the home- 
coming has so mich of joy and an equal balance of sadness. And, as Dominique tells 
of the new country, of the fate of others who emigrated with him, of details of his 
life in Nevada, there are the commissions he performs for Basques who have planned 

“Wy to, but will not, come back, courtesies towards those who have been in America and 
who now are back home, and the aching happiness of family reunions, a last one for 
many. A warm picture, of change and character, this "return of the native" has a 
shining human appeal. (LC:56-11077) 
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March 6 


Stipp, John L. - &d. Harper * { 
SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY $4.00 


Choppily assembled, these excerpts from the actual founders (Marx, Stalin, et 
al) and present-day experts of the Soviet are equally choppy in content. Economic and 
political analysis, the philosophy of communism, observation of the secret police and 
social climate, comments by Russians on America and their own national destiny, historical 
data, all of this tumbles about, in varying degrees pertinent and instructive, but except 
for a lengthier report on the organizational framework behind the Russian agricultural 
and industrial system, not one: piece seems reasonably complete or conclusive. The layman 
who comes to learn will remain bewildered. An exposition of dialectical materialism, for 
instance, is abbreviated to the point where two or three well-thought out paragraphs by 
the editor would accomplish far more. On the other hand, space is squandered on the out- 
worn propagandist statements of Soviet writers actually made in the '30's. (LC:56-11085) 


March 6 


Templeton, Edith Harper 
THE SURPRISE IN CREMONA $3.50 


A tour of Italy by a fascinated and bitingly critical English novelist (see 
Island of Desire, Summer in the Country, etc.) takes in the mid-northern towns which, 
except for Ravenna, are off the tourist path. To enjoy it, one need not want to see 
these towns in particular; what is required is an interest in people and the character 
of a place and the ability to take them or leave them. [In church or cheese factory, or 
on the train marvelling at a fluttery compartment companion, Mrs. Templeton's bemused, 
sarcastic eye misses nothing. She goes about puncturing the falsely grandiose:- a second 
class hotel becomes differentiated from the first by being "the only one in town." She 
re-makes parmesan cheese so that the methods of processing it endear themselves to the 
reader who realizes that no machine can yet duplicate the temperature of a cool cellar, 
or the steam heated copper vats forming the lumps of chese which are then pressed by 
rocks found along the road. Nothing, really, equals her impressions of angry waiters and 
hotel clerks, of Baroque art or the connoisseur who will tell you that Raphael used a 
harlot as a model for this particular madonna, or of the basic education of a people who, 
in the meanest circumstances, will bring you a bowl laden with freshly washed fruit served 
on ice. A tasteful travelogue,to be geared to Italian interests for its widest sale, 
but not to be overlooked as a good item in the general non-fiction and humor markets. 


(LC:57-6143 ) ing 
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Hough, Graham Macmillan 
THE DARK SUN $4.50 


This Study of D. H. Lawrence is a real contribution to the understanding of that 
much disputed genius, in spite of the mountainous mass of material that has already 
appeared. Neither a biography, nor an aesthetic study of his work as an artist, it pre- 
sents the whole of Lawrence's philosophy or "doctrine" while avoiding both adulation and 
arrant prejudice. The main theme of the book is stated by the author in his preface: "As 
I brooded on the religion of humanity, the religion of evolution, of social and scientific 
vrogress, the flesh wearied on my bone. I gradually came to feel that the only recent 
English writer besides Yeats to break into new spiritual territory outside the Christian 
boundaries was D. H. Lawrence and that his vitalism had had something of the same dis- 
ruptive and fertilising effect in our century as aestheticism did in the nineteenth". * 
And he proceeds with a careful chronological scrutiny first of the novels, then of the 
tales, and finally of the poetry to prove his point which he sums up in the last very 
interesting chapter- the Doctrine.... Analytical criticism which is amply rewarding but 
chiefly of interest to students of literature- lovers of Lawrence. 
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March 15 


de Kruif, Paul Harcourt, Brace 
A MAN AGAINST INSANITY 222 


* de Kruif will doubtless again open himself broadside to carping criticism 
for popularizing medicine, and this time in a singularly vulnerable area. But count- 
less readers who would not read a dry scientific treatise on the development of use 
of the new chemicals and drugs in the treatment of mental disease vill find them- 
selves absorbed in this story of Jack Ferguson, a doctor in a state institution in 
Michigan (Traverse City), who is devoting his vast energies, his complete dedication 
of mind, imagination and spirit, to applying Ritalin and Serpasil and Thorazine in 
combination, in delicate interbalance to meet the needs of the individuals he is 
treating. His results are tested in actual figures of mental oatients given up as 
hopeless in the worst of the women's wards, now returned to private life. His own 
story is itself an incredible one, but de Kruif makes one see his setbacks, his 
failures as contributing factors to his current achievements. Here is a record, 
supported by case histories, carefully reascned arguments, facts and figures, which 
will give hope to families where individuals are committed- or likely to be committed- 
to the worse-than-death of insanity. Here sare treatments, administered and watched 
over by people who care for their patients- which, in the hands of the right kind 
of family physicians, might stop the progress of the dread deterioration. For Dr. 
Ferguson believes the answer lies in chemistry- not in surgery or shock treatments. 
While a book of this kind has its dangers - it will serve a valuable purpose, in 
awakening the public to a new and hopeful approach to the country's major problem 
of mental iliness. This is de Kruif's most challenging contribution to popular 
medicine since his best selling Microbe Hunters. (LC:57-6218) 


Farrar, Larston Hawthorn Books 
HOW TO MAKE $18,000 A YEAR FREE-LANCE WRITING $4 695 


It still doesn't sound easy after reading this but at least Mr. Farrar makes 
it sound possible. To many writers, would-be and actual, who have already attempted 
to study the markets through such magazines as Writer’s Digest and through the 
many other books on the subject, much of Mr. Farrar's proffered dvice will sound 
familiar. But for beginners or anyone who wants a refresher course, the material 
will be helpful and stimlating. Chapters on what is demanded of a writer (time and 
discipline plus the ability to use words effectively), budgeting one's finances and 
figuring taxes, all types of research from remembered experiences to library work, 
well planned reading, developing the sense of newsworthy ideas, slanting, how editors 
think and work, and the markets themselves from fillers to $1000 articles, indicate 
the scope of the book. It is long and reflective too, though the author has used a 
personalized style of writing judiciously, to make his book appeal to as many as 
possible of the extensive audience who would like to make their living this way. 
Angled towards non-fiction rather than fiction. 


March 18 


Brooks, Van Wyck Dutton 
DAYS OF THE PHOENIX: The 1920's I Remember. $3.75 


Scenes and Portraits were autobiographical memories of childhood and youth, 
and sparkled with humor one had not expected from Van Wyck Brooks. Now in the con- 
tinuation from the year when he settled in Westport, Connecticut, he strikes a middle 
ground between his own highly personal record and his recreation of the literary life 
in New York and Connecticut. To be sure, he provides the focal point; he was one 
of the editors of The Seven Arts, ‘one of the contributors to this or that. The people 
who formed the nucleus of the so-styled intelligentsia (as distinguished from the 
Bohemians of the arts) were his friends and associates, and those of us who were too 
young in those days to be more than onlookers will find nostalgic enchantment in 
feeling an intimate part of their plans, their gatherings, their point of view, re- 
captured here. Quoting W.B. Yeats- as does Van Wyck Brooks- he "tells about those 
things that are not old enough to be in the histories or new enough to be in the 
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reader's mind". And he does it through making the people who in their day made America's 

coming of age, live and breathein his pages. Some of them are people who reflected 

phases of America's artistic growth- without being part of the literary coterie that was 
peculiarly his own; some characterized aspects that had their own repercussions on the a 1 
literary growth, but belonged in another of the arts. Actually, for a limited portion 

of our literary development, and in a more sharply personal way, Van Wyck Brooks has 

added another panel to his major project, which began with The Flowering of New England. 

He gives us the expatriates returned, reluctant and critical, from a Europe at war; he 

gives us the sometimes painful growing pains of roots put down into a newly revitalized 

literary America. (LC:57-5335) 


March 18 


Freeman, Lucy World 
SEARCH FOR LOVE $3.75 


A popular popularizer of psychiatry who once used her own story now uses others' 
as she advises them in question and answer presentation and proselytizes for the type of 
help this medium offers. The many letters from troubled people deal with physical and 
psychological anxieties, with situations involving parents, husbands, wives, children- or 
their own lacunae, with sexual deviations, with alcoholism and other excesses. Her ad- 
vice to them, which is comfortebly vague and usually recommends the solicitation of pro- 
fessional help or local counseling, also includes a general dismissal of other treatments 
(hypnosis, shock, tranquilizers, etc.) in favor of psychoanalysis which alone offers a. 
more permanent, a more thorough type of therapy and "a new kind of vision".... For that 
market- not to be underestimated- which finds this type of generalized guidance helpful. 


(LC:57-5895 ) 
March 20 


De Aznar, Marina Pereyra & ee 
Froud, Nina Morrow 
THE HOME BOOK OF SPANISH COOKERY $3.75 


* A book on Spanish cooking for American kitchens- this is the point to stress 
in recommending this. For Spaniards- or South Americans- it may seem "toned down" when 
it comes to saffron and garlic and some of the other condiments associated with Spanish 
food in the minds of many. All phases of cooking are explored - and the results are 
tempting to the appetite and provocative to the gourmet. The order follows routine pat- 
terns- along European lines:- soups, hors d'oeuvres, hot and cold, sauces, egg dishes 
(I found this section particularly enticing), rice and macaroni- (more specifically allied 
with fish, poultry and meats than it would be in, for instance, an Italian cookbook); 
vegetables; fritos (so characteristic of Spanish menus, and so limited in the average 
American cookbook; fish dishes- this the most unusual, perhaps, in its use of fish often 
overlooked here-hake, bream, turbot, eel, even the lowly cod - and following this, as in 
the meat section that comes next, the garnishes appropriate to the section; salads - this 
perhaps more limited in variety than in our home cookbooks; poultry and game; and sweets. 
The writing is lively and colorful, but the recipes are kept simple and easy to follow. 
My one major reservation is the recurrent "season to taste". The inexperienced cook- or 
even one inexperienced in this specific area, needs a more exact directive as a starter. 
But anyhow, here is a cookbook to add to the many-sided cookbook collection. (LC:57-6093) 


Drucker, Peter F. Harper 
AMERICA'S NEXT TWENTY YEARS $2.75 


Drucker's bold look-ahead proceeds from many of the economic and engineering 
facts of life in present-day America. The grossest fact is babies- millions of them. 
The vast population increase will not for a time flood the labor market- but meantime -“ 
the needs of these children will cause economic hardship to parents. Only through ex- 
panding productivity will the financial needs of these families be met- and this means 
that new types of "innovation" in social and industrial life must be found. The colleges 
will be under an immense stress, and Drucker is obviously interested in the problems of 
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higher education and writes knowingly about them. The sweeping use of automation is 
not apt to reduce the labor need (though it will cause drastic shifts from one 
industry to another) nor will it lower the value of the employee. It will however 
further emphasize the role of higher education, and it will promote the smaller 
businesses which can more readily handle specialized operations that are too limited 
to warrant automation. The future will see America becoming a have-not nation; 

this is the grimmest fact to be faced. Iron, oil, and countless other vital raw 
materials no longer are inexhaustible. America must then compete for them at the 
cost of international goodwill. Drucker concedes nothing to the intervention in the 
American economy of new sources of. energy or new synthetic materials. But on this 
stand, he is persuasive and stimulating, and writes with clarity and force. 


March 21 


Crompton, John Doubleday 
THE LIVING SEA $3.95 


Where Rachel Carson ranged over the margins and the deeps of the marine 
world, Crompton dips where he pleases, and this is usually among the various creatures 
of the deep. The attention given to the science and history of the sea, with its eco- 
logy, methods of exploration, etc., is obviously no more than the homage which a 
book must pay to its theme. At the first opportunity, Crompton turns to the habits 
of whales and the 13,000 lenses in a lobster's eye. His tastes are eclectic and 
thorough; a few monsters, a few crustaceans, a few phenomena of the lesser fish are 
offered in some detail with a seasoning of curious facts. From his bathysphere, he 
is a blunt and unsentimental inquirer, intent, admiring and perceptive. The appeal 
is to the confirmed lover of underwater life and to those who had never suspected 
the fascination of the subject. The less-than-addict or more-than-novice will find 
this of special rather than general interest. (LC:57-6307) 


Kauffeld, Carl : Hanover House 
SNAKES AND SNAKE HUNTING $3.95 


The herpetologist's dream world comes alive in this collection of expe- 
riences of the curator of the Staten Island Zoo, who reports them with the care of 
a scientist and the gentle humor of a person fascinated by his work. The chapters 
range the United States from Arizona to Florida to New Jersey. They begin in the 
thirties when the author and three companions motored to Okeechobee in the spring to 
hunt for the Diamondback Rattlesnake. One of the things the author did there was to 
capture an eight foot Indigo Snake by hurling himself over the ground as it began 
to crawl away. But the Diamondback was there too, sitting peacefully under the shade 
of a palm leaf and waiting to be photographed before it was taken in. Hunting snakes 
at night along the roads (where they come to warm themselves), gauging the proper 
temperatures for them by the appearance of other reptiles, thorough discussions of 
habits and physical characteristics- these are only a small measure of the abundance 
of information in a book that takes, as well, the whole of the out of doors as its 
concern. There is a very rational plea for the conservation of snakes too. An 
exciting book not to be overlooked by anyone with the least interest in snakes or in 
peripheral fields of botany and zoology. (LC:57-6301) 


Mosser, Marjorie & 
Roberts, Kenneth Doubleday 
, FOODS OF OLD NEW ENGLAND $4.95 


* Welcome news- this complete revision of Good Maine Food (if you have a file 
of the VK Service dating back to 1939 you'll find it reviewed on P. 335). There's 
a lot of new material here, some of it frankly "borrowed" from Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Louisiana and Italian kitchens - even from the West Indies and from England. But the 
Down East flavor persists, and the recipes characteristic of New England are the best 
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in the book. Even a seasoned cook with lots of good housewifery to her credit will find 

useful hints in that special section. I jotted down a goodly number myself. I found 

in the generous chapters crammed with recipes, some I'd missed in other books- snow > { 
pudding that sounds just the way we had it in my childhood, mincemeat made as my English 

grandmother made it. And throughout, the high standard, the acid test Kenneth Roberts 

imposes in his priceless Introduction - something inherent in the good cook. (LC:57-6300) 


March 21 


Nicholson, Margaret Oxford 
A DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN-ENGLISH USAGE $5.00 


This is not intended as a substitute for the invaluable Fowler's Modern English 
Usage on which it is based; but for many who find that occasionally pedantic and defini- 
tely keyed to English rather than American usage, this new volume will prove equally 
valuable. One is tempted to turn page after page, compare identical passages, note 
variants, catch new material. Anyone who cares about words as words will be intrigued 
by the admission of some words and expressions we are inclined to consider colloquial, and 
surprised at omission of some others, or the retaining of the English form and usage as 
against what is usually considered acceptable here. There is less of the barbed criticism 
implicit in Fowler's use of examples of incorrect usage, which I always enjoyed hugely, 
but for the most part Fowler's wit and scholarship remain unmarred. Here's a book to use 
when reading Nancy Mitford's Noblesse Oblige (P- 351-1956)- or arguing on "U" and "Non-U 
usage". (LC:57-5560) 


Rampa, T. Lobsang Doubleday 
THE THIRD EYE $3.50 


In writing of his early life and education as a Tibetan lama, Rampa shuttles 
between the extraordinary and the commonplace. The extraordinary refers most of all to a 
"opening" the so-called "third eye". When Rampa was a boy of eight, a band of specially 
treated wood was inserted into his forehead and after it was removed, his inborn, occult 
powers were set free. From the play and coloring of light emanating from people, a phe- 
nomenon equivalent to brain waves but as yet hidden from science, Rampa could penetrate 
their psychic make-up and their thoughts. His own vocation as priest-surgeon, determined 
by an astrologer, obliged him to train intensively and:to master such techniques as the 
use of judo and anesthesia. The national sport of kite flying was about his only recreation 
and Rampa succeeded in making limited flights himself in an aerial contraption based upon 
the kite principle. There are unquestionably episodes which are apt to oxidize the brass- 
tack imagination of the western mind- but the prevailing effect is credible and unassuming. 
Rampa‘s education up to the time he leaves Lhasa and embarks into the world is bizarre but 
reasonable and filled with the normal promptings of children everywhere. (LC:57-6296) 


Stong, Phil Doubleday 
GOLD IN THOSE HILLS $3.00/$3.50 


Being an Irreverent History of the Great 1849 Gold Rush 


If this had been titled "Gold in them thar hills" the title would have set the 
key to the text. For Phil Stong apparently thinks the subject of the California Gold 
Rush and its aftermath needs the crutch of smart aleck humor, cheap stories, and crude 
English. The book shows that he has accumulated a great deal of information, but that he 
has little sense of selectivity in placing gossip and legend alongside of fact, and giving 
it all equal value. Sometimes he labors to destroy a myth, long accepted, only to put 
another with questionable validity in its place. I'm not setting myself up as an authority 
on this phase of California's history, but this melange of fact and fiction, statistics 
and innuendo I found meretricious and dull and certainly not worthy of Phil Stong's un- e 
questionable talents. (LC:57-6293) 
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March 25 


Bolton, Joe Crowell 
THE WIND AND THE WEATHER $3.95 


People who just want to know about the weather- never mind the fine points 
of meteorology or other scientific sleight of hand- will find Bolton a cheerful and 
plangent informant. He scatters facts on the usual phenomena:- hurricanes and their 
devastation; tall tales from the survivors of blizzards; coldest temperatures recorded 
where and when; the possible changes in climate that might make a desert of Georgia 
and a rich, agricultural land of the Arctic; Torricelli working on the barometer; 
photographic studies of lightning and its adage-defying habit of striking in the 
same place; the importance of not touching live wires after a severe storm, and the 
perverse unpredictability of the weather in general. Bolton has nothing new to say, 
but he is here, there and everywhere with a flash of humor and a snatch of informa- 
tion, and he will satisfy any superficial inquirer. (LC:57-6562) 


Trumbull, Robert Dutton 
NINE WHO SURVIVED $2.95 


esocoes the atomic bombing of both Hiroshima and Nagasaki, based on direct 
interviews, forms a record of the devastation of atomic warfare reduced to its 
simplest and most horrifying essentials. Retracing their experiences through the 
ruins of first one city, and then another, these double survivors- an accountant, 
a young ship designer (the only one to suffer permanent disability), a master kite 
maker and his three helpers, a newspaper publisher and an engineer describe the 
"lightning flash" from the "mushroom cloud" which was to leave the area prostrate, 
in a litter of lives mutilated or ended. The after-effects of the bombings, based 
on later findings, conclude these annals.... Perhaps not as eloquent as John Hersey's 
classic piece, but a necessary recapitulation and reminder. Illustrated with photo- 
graphs. (LC:56-8323) 


Hassel, Sven Farrar, Straus 
THE LEGION OF THE DAMNED $3.75 


"The legion of the damned" was the German penal battalion in which the 
author, a Dane, found himself after having spent several months in concentration 
camps on a charge of desertion. The narrative, made up of fragmentary experiences 
rather than a complete and unified series of events, speaks symbolically for the 
horrible and ridiculous aspects of war, which are its main concern, for Hassel and 
his few battalion companions are the only connecting links in a series of night- 
marish happenings. Described in some detail, the months in concentration camps leave 
one with sickening impressions of the sadism created among Nazi officialdom. It 
was a life of non sequiturs too; Hassel was working towards his release on a live 
bomb demolition squad when he was suddenly told his record was no longer valid and 
then unaccountably transferred to the penal battalion. Their tour of duty was in 
Russia, leading attacks and making up the rear guard in retreats. Their duty was 
not without relief either; in Vienna on leave, Hassel married Ursula who was too 
frightened of the future even to admit she loved him, and later learned of her death 
at the hands of the Nazis in Munich. Captivity and imprisonment by the Russians, 
escape, injury under fire and hospitalization followed for Hassel and though there is 
with these the growing conviction of German defeat it is not a happy and triumphant 
prospect but an idea of the future filtered through the wary thoughts of a man who 
has witnessed life at its most meaningless. For the market, another record of World 
War II brutality the effect of which is both softened and deepened by compassion and 
a narrative skill in characterizing through conversation. 


Shirley, Glenn Holt 
LAW WEST OF FORT SMITH $5.00 


oes oLS the law emphasized and enacted by Judge Isaac Charles Parker who came 
to a country where there was "no God west of Fort Smith" and whose jurisdiction was 
the western district of Arkansas and the criminal disturbances in Indian Territory, 
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much later Oklahoma. A run-through of the background of desperadoes, lawlessness, and 

the Indian situation precedes the arrival of the new Judge, who in his first session 

hung six and who throughout his more than twenty years of law-giving shortened the periods 
of adjournment, held a unique court and relentlessly pursued order and decency. His { 
marshals and deputies and their tough assignments, the trials that culminated in capture 
of the Dalton gang, Belle Starr, the Cook gang and the thirteen day old Bucks gang, the 
many other cases and the controversy with the Attorney General which resulted in Congress 
stripping him of his authority, these make up this account, which is appendixed by his 
notable charges, the chronology of the hangings, crimes and verdicts. How one man brought 
the law from disrepute to respect has its main interest for lawyers - and for every fol- 
lower of old west history. (LC:57-6193) 


March 26 


Stowe, Leland Random House | 
CRUSOE OF THE LONESOME LAKE 3,50 2% | 


* For any reader with a secret passion for the wide open spaces, lost frontiers 
and pioneering as our forebears knew it, here is a book that transports the reader into 
@ pioneering venture beyond our dreams- and makes it real. The story of Ralph Hiwards 
in the Reader's Digest sparked the imagination and the zest for more about those forty 
years away from civilization- and here is the full story, as full, that is, as we are 
likely to get. For Ralph Edwards' record is in the clearings made from virgin forest; in 
the boats, cabins, barns built by an amateur who learned the hard way; in the sawmill built 
from books, the electric plants constructed from the printed word- and materials at hand; 
the improvisations born of necessity;- and the plane acquired at the end of the dream. 

Hunting, trapping, ranching, farming, studying the wild life around him, helping sustain 

and build back to security the almost extinct breed of trumpeter swans, ever'y step of the 

way proved man's usually unexplored potentials could achieve the impossible. His wife- 
ultimately two sons- and a daughter, in every respect as remarkable as her father - hewed 

this life in the wilderness out of ingenuity, hard work, imagination and will power. It a 
makes a challenging record. (LC:57-5363) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
818 Jhabvala, R. Prawer- THE NATURE OF PASSION- from 1/13 to spring undated (Norton) 
878 Giles, Janice Holt- THE BELIEVERS- from 2/6 to 2/26 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
878 Weeks, William R.- KNOCK AND WAIT A WHILE- price from $3.75 to $3.50- date from 
2/18 to 3/6 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
884 Bakeless, John- BACKGROUND TO GLORY- from 1/23 to 1/28 (Lippincott) 
884 Langer, Dr. M.- LEARNING TO LIVE AS A WIDOW- from 1/21 to 2/18 (Messner ) 
908 Landon, Christopher- ICE COLD IN ALEX- price from $3.75 to $3.50 (Morrow) 
917 Michener & Day- RASCALS IN PARADISE- definite date 2/28- price is $4.75 (Random House) 
11 Morrison, Theodore- TO MAKE A WORLD- price from $3.50 to $4.50- definite date 
3/8 (Viking ) 
13 Gurney, Hal C.- FIFTH DAUGHTER- price from $3.95 to $4.50 (Doubleday ) 
14 Nabokov, Viadimir- PNIN- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 
15 Cotterell, Geoffrey- THE STRANGE ENCHANTMENT- price from $3.95 to $4.95 (Lippincott) 
20 Connell, Brian- A WATCHER ON THE RHINE- from 2/27 to 3/6 (Morrow) 
25 Booth, Philip- LETTER FROM A DISTANT LAND- from 2/? to 3/7 (Viking) 
28 Sargent, William- BATTLE FOR THE MIND- from 3/7 to 6/6 (Doubleday) 
31 O'Beirne-Ranelagh, E.- HIMSELF AND I- Author reference now to read O'Neill-Barna, Anne- 
price is $4.00- date from 3/2? to 4/? (Citadel Press) 
33 Draper, Theodore- THE ROOTS OF AMERICAN COMMUNISM- price from $6.50 to $6.75- 
definite date 3/8 (Viking) & 
33 Warfield, Frances- KEEP LISTENING- definite date 3/4 (Viking) 
34 Zabel, Morton D.- CRAFT AND CHARACTER IN MODERN FICTION- note complete title- 
definite date 3/14 (Viking) 





